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Liaturyns’ka S. Comparative analysis of the role by C.W. Eliot and his 
predecessors in the management of educational processes at Harvard 

The aim of the article is to investigate the genesis of American education on the 
example of Harvard formation. For this purpose author analyzes the history and modernity of 
this institution from humble college to becoming a number one university in the world. Author 
singles out the fact that in theearly years Harvard gave a classical English education with 
one distinctive feature – the dominance of Puritan philosophy of the first American colonists. 
However, this dominance did not last long and changed along with presidents and socio-
economic peculiaritiesof the time.

From the present study, one can find out that Harvard has come a long way of 
evolution. Author highlightsthree basic stages oftheinstitution’s historical development: 
foundation (17–18th century), decline (18 early – 19th century) and revival (late 19th – early 
20th century).

The following reasons for the decline of Harvardare identified:
– domination of religious subjects;
– classical curriculum that did not take into account the interests of students and did 

not meet the requirements of society that was developing;
– lack of practical training;
– lack of sufficient funding;
– disorder of professional schools and faculties that were part of Harvard.
According to the author, a key role in the revival ofHarvardbelongs to the 22 presi-

dent – Charles William Eliot (academic, professorand innovator). Several facts proving this 
point of vieware presented.

First of all Eliot introduced the elective system that was one of the most influential 
contributions that changed not only Harvard, but also the entire system of higher education in 
the U.S.A.

Other examples of innovative activity of the 22 Harvard president was that he made 
stricter entry requirements and requirements for obtaining degrees, added to the curriculum 
some new courses. As a result of his reforms Medical University, Law School, School of 
Business, School of Arts were established at Harvard and Arnold Arboretum and Harvard 
Forest also appeared to provide students with space for research.

C.W. Eliot organized university teaching staff into schools and faculties and 
introduced the new forms of teaching as lectures and seminars. Over his 40-year period of 
presidency, Harvard expanded its resources with laboratories, libraries, auditoriums and 
sports facilities. He was able to interest the important donorsin Harvard and made it one of 
the wealthiest private universities in the world.

It is proved that the presidency of C.W. Eliot was the starting point of successful 
existence of this institution. His organizational and pedagogical reforms and innovations 
brought Harvard to the next level of development that can be traced even today, because this 
institution heads the top listsof thebest universities in reputable international journals.

Based on the above analysis the author concludes that C.W. Eliot’s pedagogical 
innovation policy in reforming education is a valuable legacy for pedagogy of higher 
education and can be used to improve Ukrainianhigher education.
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