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Kotova A. The basic modeks of the USA Teachers’ Professional Development
On the basis of scientific literature it is defined that to the problem of the USA 

teachers’ professional development is given serious attention in the country. It is found that in 
the USA there are different approaches to the professional development: with the help of 
traditional courses, informational technologies and self-education.

It is found that on traditional courses there is a centralized approach that includes 
special seminars and sessions. Such a model concentrates its efforts on new conceptions and 
demonstration of new methods of teaching. The advantages of such a model are the 
demonstration to teachers’ new models of teaching, the widening of knowledge and 
recommendation for new methods of teaching, the preparation of new professional coaches. It 
is established that there are several organizations where teachers can receive traditional 
course: American federation of teachers, US educational agencies, New teacher center, 
Professional development schools.

Also teachers can improve their qualification with the help of informational 
technologies. In this case the professional development course is performed by local 
coordinators at schools or special resource centers. This course is directed to the solution of 
particular pedagogical problems that emerge in their professional activity. The advantages of 
such a model are the possibility to have this courses at a working place, professional 
communication with teachers of other districts, the demonstration how to work with 
information technologies. Especial significance this model has for distant districts of the 
country.

The third way of teachers’ professional development is performed to the self-education 
where teachers develop new methodical recommendations, check their effectiveness, and 
share them with other colleges. New methodical recommendations are downloaded to special 
sites in the Internet that favors its widening among other teachers. This allows improving self-
development. Special sites spread new information and new interesting methods of teaching. 
The creation of online society contributes to the maintenance of teachers’ professional 
development of different subjects.
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