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–

Kvas O. –
In the article we investigate Ukrainian child’s position in ethnopedagogical traditions. 

It has been shown that the pedagogical culture of education was demonstrated by the special 
attitude toward a child through the system of folk values; and also there was a problem of the 
objective research of child’s place and the role of childhood in Ukrainian upbringing 
tradition.

Approving attitude toward a large family is expounded in the number of Ukrainian 
folk proverbs and sayings; the problem of child’s education is reflected through the prism of 
clear age-old periodization. It has been identified that marriage was considered one of the 
most important social institutes, related to certain ritual forms and reasons – a sterile woman 
was often ridiculed and reproached, the birth of members of married couples in one day, the 
birth on Saturday or in a Maundy-week predicted female sterility, etc.

The author states, that theoretically grounded terminology was reasonable on 
denotation of preschool-aged and juvenile children, that testified inherent Ukrainians practical 
look to the process of education, which was predetermined by their benefit in housekeeping.

Senior children looked after younger brothers and sisters, cleaned in a house, fed 
domestic animals. On the basis of research it is attempted to distinguish the methods of 
education, which were outlined in scientific work of Ukrainian ethnopedagogues, such as 
approval, persuasion, suggestion, positive example. Thus, early ethnographic works of 

Hrushevskyi, M. Stelmachovych contain proofs of the usage of repressive education 
methods, among them are threats, quarrel, curse, physical punishment.
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The conducted content analysis of categories of extramarital children both in Ukraine 
and abroad were made, grounded to assert that the birth of extramarital children was 
reprobated, because deprivation of the child of harmonious development, compelled her to 
suffer and fixed to name “bastard”. Extramarital children were given by strange, rarely used 
names – Fteopump, Tutys, Germenegilda, Panteleon, which were justified coming from the 
analysis of Ukrainian traditions of education. The author states, that despite of the right 
position of children born in marriage, it was considered that their birth was easy, they were 
happy in Slavic and German states.

Having analysed the orphan’s fate and position, it is proved that they were sanctified 
to many words of sympathy – “Orphan to live – to pour out tears”, “Orphan to be – from a 
bridge and in water”. Places of child’s refuges were established by Caesar Justinian (527–
265), by papa Inokentiy III; it is scrutinized regardless to caring about pupils, a death rate in 
these establishments – through infectious diseases, shortage of medications, innate vices –was 
in a high level.

On the basis of retrospective analysis of ideas of guardianship and caring about 
children it is marked that in the investigated period, the adopted parents had the more 
traditional guardianship about orphans. A guardian could be an authoritative, benevolent 
man, kind-hearted, imbued by love of children and willingness to bring up a strange child as 
his own.

Thus, the position of child in Ukrainian family of the past times was ambiguous. It is 
outlined that starting from three-year age children were the confined burns and from four-
year-old they were actively joined to labour life.

At the same time it is marked, that modern ethnopedagogical researches often 
mythologize Ukrainian family and education of children.

Key words: education, child, childhood, ethnocultural tradition, ethnopedagogy, 
methods of education, form of guardianship.
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