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The content and meaning of Arsen'yev’s works for geography and 

statistics
The article deals with the works on geography and statistics, which have been prepared

Arsenyev. Examined their content and meaning, identified areas of evolution. The 
contribution K. Arsenyev formation of ideas in economic geography.

Textbook K. Arsenyev “Brief general geography” stands 20 editions (1818–1849). He 
was appointed to county schools and has long been used in educational institutions of the 
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Ministry of Education. In “Elementary notions of mathematical geography” is written on the
motion of the Earth, its form, the poles, the equator, the tropics, meridians, latitude and 
longitude, terrestrial zones. Despite the complexity and large number of concepts, the 
material is presented fairly accessible. The main content is an overview of the parts of the 
world (except Antarctica) according to the following schedule: mathematical and physical 
limits, space, water, mountains, islands, peninsulas, plains, climate, natural resources, the 
number of residents, their generation and language, industry, education, religion a political 
division. These reviews are extremely rich in geographic names in the almost complete 
absence of detailed descriptions. In the same style, but in a slightly different plan, 
characterized by individual states. In consideration of Russia K. Arsenyev was first proposed 
division of the country into 10 spaces.

In the 1818–1819 K. Arsenyev published “Essays on Russian state statistics”, on which 
he lectured at the university. This paper reflects the author’s progressive belief is based on an 
objective analysis of the economy and the quest to find the best ways for its further 
development. In many cases, K. Arsenyev critically perceives the Russian reality and points 
directly to its shortcomings.

In 1818, using materials “Essays on Russian state statistics” was prepared “Review the 
physical condition of Russia”. In it he sought to emphasize the favorable conditions of the 
environment for its economic development.

In 1848 he published the best-known work K. Arsenyev – “Statistical essays Russia”. 
The main work takes place in two chapters, which are given detailed descriptions of the 
10 spaces in a natural (“Terrain consideration Russia’s climate and soil quality”) and 
commercial (“Land of Wealth”) ways. At the time, these descriptions are not only informative 
but also very accurate and complete. If the early works by simply allocates 10 spaces 
including administrative division, limiting their short descriptions, the “Statistical essays
Russia” it gives them a comprehensive response. From the perspective of modern economic 
geography proposed by K. Arsenyev division has significant drawbacks. But this does not 
diminish the role of his works in the accumulation of experience of the geographical division 
of the country as a form of scientific analysis. This is what K. Arsenyev attracted attention not 
only of Russian scientists, but also progressively minded public figures. Highlighted areas 
and offering their complex characteristics, he completed a long period of searching, 
reflecting the objective course of development. The moment when the very real differences in 
natural conditions and economic activity are understood and integrated not mechanical but
creatively. Due to current statistics and the direct supervision of traveling K. Arsenyev gave
spaces evaluate as objectively as possible. All this, according to N. Baransky meant the 
transition “from the standpoint of sectoral statistics on the position of regional geography”.
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