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Stadnyk O. Content of the first textbooks on geography
The article deals with content of the first textbooks on geography, which have been used in 

educational institutions in the XVIII century. The factors of the emergence of these training tools
developed by Russian and foreign authors. The basic elements of their content and traced the 
evolution. The questions of practical significance of geography textbooks.

It was found that the need for textbooks geography emerged during the reform when began 
to open special schools. In 1710, by special order of Peter book was published by an unknown 
Netherlands “Geography or short descriptions circle the earth”. It was considered by some 
notion of mathematical geography, including involving the determination of geographic 
coordinates (equator, pole, latitude, longitude) were given brief descriptions of known at the 
time parts of the world and the largest states. The study found that in addition to mathematical
geography, the essence of this work consisted of quite short, heterogeneous, surface and when
inaccurate descriptions.

In 1718 by order of Peter I in Russian was translated works by eminent geographer 
Netherlands then B. Varenius (Bernhard Varen) “Geography general”. It is the first attempt to 
create a theoretical concept of physical geography from the then existing data. Analysis
“Geography general” shows validity of the conclusion L. Vyesina, that the work was too large 
and complex, so could not be used widely in schools.

In 1739 the Academy of Sciences published the first course of general physical geography,
prepared in Russia. This work is physics and mathematics, a German by birth, Georg Krafft
“Guide to the mathematical and physical geography with the use of earth globe and Cards”.
Training text tutorial is divided into four parts. The first is devoted to mathematical geography,
the second physical geography in the third discusses river sources and lakes, as well as talking 
about the properties of sea water flow, the tides, the fourth is devoted to the use of a globe and
maps. Analysis of its contents shows that unlike most even issued later works it at a high 
scientific level reveals some theoretical foundations of physical geography than the material 
available.

In 1742 he published the first Russian school textbook unknown author – “A brief guide to
the geography in favor of the high school student youth”. Materials subject was described in 
“Concise political geography, which serves to published exposition of the Russian language a
small atlas” (1745). Its creation is related to the preparation and publication in 1737 of the 
academic satin. It is to work with him Academy of Sciences, in the face of academician Christian 
Winsheim (at that time he was one of the leaders of the Geographical Department of the 
Academy of Sciences), has produced a “Brief political geography”.

Thus, the first stage of geographic education in schools used mostly translated works, the 
texts of which were significantly different in meaning, purpose and origin. First it was work 
(including research) that are not meant to perform educational functions and not intended for 
use in Russia. But they contained information on mathematics and mathematical geography. 
Mathematical geography was an important section on general geography textbooks and the 
basis for mapping. This suggests the presence of social order that is executed geography, as well 
as its practical value.
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