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Maksymovs’ka N. Animational social-educational environment of higher education 
institution as a space for student youth’s social development

The article examines the basic approaches for reasoning animational social-educational 
environment of a higher education institution, aimed to facilitate student youth’s social development. 
The leading position for understanding the necessity of universities’ social-educational environment 
improvement, by animational means in particular, is the idea that modern universities form a certain 
“cosmopolitan” generation which will play a critical role in the future development of Europe. It 
becomes especially significant to study the cultures of each other, to decide the community alienation 
problem, as regional and national cultures are under severe pressure.

It is defined that leading features of student’s social development in new social-cultural 
conditions are interrelated sociality and social creativity. Sociality of student youth has a 
specificity which is conditioned by features of universities’ training and education process, by 
psychic and status peculiarities. Sociality characterizes the state of student’s actual social 
development, unlike social creativity, level of readiness to which characterizes the dynamics of 
social development process.

Social creativity is a certain culture of active social interaction, created among people in 
the form of a complex social relation, during which a human gains and realizes personal 
subjective qualities, stops being an object of social influence and manipulation system, rises to 
the next level of sociality. The ability to be socially creative becomes a necessity in situations 
when known models no longer work, when it is necessary to develop new models of interaction in 
social environment. According to this statement, a young human must be prepared for socially 
creative self-realization, which means to absorb a certain level of social values, to gain a certain 
experience of social, to be positively socially directed, to understand the ways to provide a 
realization for a socially useful idea. Obviously, a catalyst for student youth’s social creativity 
development process is universities’ animational social-educational environment, in which 
social-pedagogical activity through animational means will be implemented as a culturally 
respective regulation of social subjects’ social development process. Animational approach is 
based on the idea that animation is a pro-social catalyst of social creativity, social subjectivity, 
during an implementation of which sociality is improved through positive development, 
animation is motivation to act, a creation of conditions to release essential needs of a person 
which improves society. The concept of animational social-educational environment of higher 
education institution as a space for activation of students’ pro-social activity was justified. The 
social-educational environment of universities becomes animational as a result of specially 
implemented conditions: the direct participation of student youth, constant search for socially 
positive self-realization, personal initiative, harmonic interaction on all levels (interpersonal, 
group, inter-group), solidarity and responsibility in decision-making, creation of actual social-
educational situations, organization of joint social livelihoods of students.

Key words: animational social-educational environment, sociality, social creativity, 
student youth, social-pedagogical activity.
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