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Ryzhanova A. Mass media and current social and pedagogical issues
Formation of global culture of mankind of the information era is possible only upon 

condition of constant improvement of mass media. Mass media are a social institute which 
provides for strengthening the integration processes, formation and development of socium 
mentality through information dissemination (social values, knowledge, standards of behavior) 
in a large scale; it emerges at the definite level of phylogenesis when realization of social links 
only through direct interpersonal communication slows down the development of the society 
culture. The diversity of mass media kinds (book, press, radio, television, Internet) depends on 
the state of material and technical culture of mankind and needs for acceleration of information 
dissemination. The specific character of mass media is in speed and regularity of informing the 
large quantity of people living in various geographical locations (people of different age, sex, 
social condition) that makes it possible to receive information almost simultaneously and this 
information has indirect and to some extent stereotype character.

Social and educational function of mass media is that they create favorite conditions for 
purposeful strengthening and mass circulation of social existence values (family, ethnic, 
confession, professional, civil, regional), corresponding ideals, standards and examples of social 
behavior that help form first of all civil sociality of all social subjects (person, group, society). 
With the emergence of mass media social communication is considerably being expanded 
because people gain access to social values, social culture of various countries of the world 
which promotes the improvement of sociality broadening it to regional (a region of the world), 
global one. Besides, the rapid development of electronic mass media makes it possible to mass 
informing not only according to the principle “from top to bottom”, i. e. from the state, society to 
each person, social group (strengthening adaptation and integration processes of social 
education), but also backwards “from each to all” (contributing to the individualization 
component of social education).

The most current issues of social pedagogics are working out of the technologies of the 
development of regional, global levels of sociality of all social subjects, prevention of negative 
impacts of media socialization, cyber socialization and strengthening the positive ones, because 
the experience of pedagogical direction of these processes is absent in phylogenesis. Developing 
the up to date social and pedagogical technologies specialists in social education have 
themselves acquire such level of using new mass media that not only to create their own social 
and pedagogical information media product, but also teach to pedagogically purposeful 
guidance of mass socialization of families for the prevention of information dependence of their 
members not coming into the problem area of social communications.

Key words: current social and pedagogical issues, interdependence of social education 
and mass media, sociality, social education in information society, media socialization, cyber 
socialization.
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