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Korobchenko A. The role of natural science in the curriculum of the comprehensive 
school (1786–1917)

In the article the structure of curriculum in the domestic comprehensive school (1786–
1917) is analysed and the role of natural science is stated. It is noted that the school was part of 
an education system of Russia and developed on the basis of the legislation of the Ministry of 
national education.

It is proved that the curriculum of the comprehensive school was conditioned by cultural, 
political, social and economical factors and was subordinated to special laws about base of 
educational system in Russia. Curricula promoted implementation of the content of natural 
disciplines. It is noted that during the investigated period natural science didn’t take leading role 
in the domestic comprehensive school. 

The main reason for it was the negative attitude of the Ministry of Edication to the 
introduction of natural science in schools, the fear about its influence on pupils’ minds. As a 
result there was the lack of professional teachers and good textbooks. The idea of the evolution, 
which gave the scientific explanation of the origin of the organic world, shook the religious 
doctrine about the constancy and immutability of the species. 

Tzar’s Ministry of education was afraid of breaking of the idea of evolution into the 
school course of natural history. Its teaching was conducted by not so experienced teachers, with 
few excursions, with lack of visual aids and experiments. In the elementary school natural 
science either wasn’t taught at all or with many limits. In the secondary school the amount of 
periods for this subject also was insufficient. 

Key words: curriculum, elementary school, secondary school, natural science, natural 
history. 
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