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Litvinenko O. Factors affecting the presentation of professional terms at the initial 
stage of work with foreign-language terminology of higher engineering institution

The article analyzes factors that affect introducing engineering terms during their 
presentation at the initial stage of working with at engineering universities on the example of 
English terminology relating to heavy construction equipment. Professional competence of 
specialists-to-be is also formed when studying EnglishforSpecificPurposes for them to obtain 
information about state-of-the-art developments in their field and to maintain professional 
contacts in the international environment. A pre-requisite for receiving and sending 
professionally-oriented information is mastering terms in both native and foreign languages. 
Here presentation is understood as the most efficient and succinct way of introducing terms. The 
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efficiency of learning terms affects developing all types of communicative skills in a foreign 
language; therefore ways to increase the efficiency is worth special attention. 

This process is affected by a number of factors. Memorizing terms at the initial stage of 
learning English for Special Purposes is closely linked with their recognition which becomes 
effective whentermsfeatureaset of signs, their morphological structure has been described, a
certain number of templates have been identified etc.

The educational material for first- and second year students should be verbal and logical, 
and visual supports make learning terms more efficient and time-saving. Only basic, most widely 
used special terms that describe modern machines and equipment, machine systems, working 
tools and attachments, processes that take place in machines, working tools and attachments, 
their characteristics and properties, abbreviations etc. are practical to introduce and study. Such 
terms can be single words (nouns, verbs, adjectives) or two-word terms (attributive word-
combinations). Besides, a large number of general scientific and general engineering terms are 
required for communication. It is important that students should learn terms in the context, 
correctly memorizing the way these terms are written and pronounced. Non-verbal means 
(symbols, diagrams, schematics etc.) are also beneficial for introducing engineering terms 
during their presentation.

Learning terms is negatively influenced by the absence of special English- Ukrainian or 
Ukrainian-English dictionaries on heavy construction equipment. Technical and poly-technical 
dictionaries include very few terms. Another negative factor is vast terminology used in this 
field. The fact that, according to the curriculum, first- and second year engineering students 
have vague ideas about their future profession as they study natural, social sciences, the 
humanities and general engineering subjects, does not contribute to efficient learning.

Identification of factors that affect introducing engineering terminology contributes to 
creating an efficient system of presenting terms under conditions of absence of special 
dictionaries.

Key words: term, English, submission, presentation, higher engineering institution.

503


