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Belmaz Y. The role of religion in moral education in public schools in the USA
The article deals with the issue of religion in moral education in public schools in the 

USA. The author argues that the relation of religion and moral education in schools in the USA
is debatable. Most often, the debate about the role of religious education in public schools 
maintained between the two polar groups. The first one– a radical circles – believe that 
education and moral education without God is unacceptable, they advocate the introduction of 
prayer in schools, deny the right of school for pupils’ suggestion of any values except religious 
ones, insist on the removal of the sex education from school curriculum. They even accused 
public education of an effort to educate students in a spirit of immorality. And another group 
consists of representatives of the liberal trends that support the removal of religion from the 
curriculum and the inclusion of the sex education. In the article it is stated that religion must be 
taken seriously in the public school curriculum, including in moral education. The civic 
framework for the role of religion in public schools is provided by the religious liberty clauses of 
the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. For more than 50 years, ever since it first applied 
the First Amendment to the states, the Supreme Court has held that government, and therefore 
public schools, must be neutral in matters of religion. Despite the fact that the U.S. public school
is separated from the church and religion, religious education is a factor of influence on the 
formation of students’ morality. American educators have come to several conclusions about the 
role of religion in the curriculum of secondary schools. First, because of the powerful influence
of religion in the history and culture religion should be included into compulsory curriculum.
Secondly, the influence of religion is not limited to history, students have to understand the
reasonability of religion in modern life. Third, religion is the case for almost all subjects of the 
curriculum. Finally, it is necessary to understand the diversity of religions, not just one’s own.
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