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Zolotariova O. The Department's activities for gifted students as the main focal 
point for educational support gifted students in Israel

Problems of gifted children are very important in modern pedagogy and still have to be 
solved. Each country tries to find the most efficient ways to improve the system of work with the 
gifted and talented children and youth. Israel is the country where the problems of gifted have 
been solved by the state department for more than forty years. The Department of Gifted 
Students of Israeli Ministry of education is the main center to answer the questions of 
pedagogical support of gifted and talented schoolchildren in the country. The article raises the 
issue of pedagogical support of gifted and talented schoolchildren. It gives the analysis of 
activity of the Department of Gifted Students of Israeli Ministry of Education. Its activity is 
observed as for pedagogical support of gifted, super gifted and talented schoolchildren. Today 
the department recognizes not only general cognitive type of giftedness but also artistic, social 
and athletic types. The main directions of the department’s work are also set. They are: 
scientific, educational, methodical, organizational, coordination, information, international 
activities. Most of its directions of work are observed in this article. They are: identifying the 
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gifted students by means of annual state tasting of schoolchildren, special teachers training, 
development of special programs for the gifted, support and development of international links 
and others. So in the article the criteria of giftedness, the process of identifying of the gifted 
schoolchildren, the new system of the special teachers training, some ways of international 
cooperation as for the problems of the gifted and other aspects are described. The article proves 
that the work of the Department is comprehensive, consistent and on a high scientific level. The 
Israeli experience of organizing of pedagogical support of gifted and talented schoolchildren is 
worth to be studied. 

Key words: The Department of Gifted Students, Israel, directions of work, gifted 
schoolchildren, pedagogical support of the gifted, teachers training. 
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