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Korobchenko A. Natural science in elementary and secondary schools for women in 
Ukraine (the second part of the XIX th – the beginning of the XX th)

In the article the peculiarities of development of women’s elementary and secondary 
education are illustrated. The main tendencies of government activity in the sphere of women’s 
education are displayed. The most attention is given to the analysis of the curriculum and 
studying programs of various educational institutions for women and on this base the place and 
role of the natural science in women’s elementary and secondary schools in Ukraine are defined. 

In particular the author mentions that the period of the second part of the XIX – the 
beginning of the XX th century is characterized by spreading of elementary and secondary 
schools, creating of new types of educational institutions, active development of women’s 
education. Especially in this period the vivid development of school natural science is noted. The 
necessity of getting natural scientific knowledge was conditioned of the requirements of that 
period. 

The changes in social and economical, political, cultural, educational life of the Empire 
influenced greatly on the development and formation of women’s education. The question about 
women’s education got the serious meaning only since the second part of the XIX th century. The 
attitude of the society and government to the women’s education was ambiguous: on the one 
hand the government conducted some reforms in this sphere, on the other – women’s education 
was influenced greatly by the stereotypes having roots from long time ago. Because of the fact 
that rapid economical development of the country enlarged requirements to the level of women’s 
education, existing educational institutions couldn’t meet the increasing needs of women, so the 
problem of women’s education wasn’t completely solved by the beginning of the XX th century. 

If the curriculum in women’s schools included natural science, it was a positive factor, 
because very often it was absent. The curriculums were changed in series and we should mention 
as a positive fact the enlarging of the amount of natural science subjects. Inspite of this that 
amount was appreciably less in comparison with schools for men. 
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