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121.

Varetska O. acquired as humanistic virtue
The main purpose of the article is the statement that the competence occupies an im-

portant place among the humanistic qualities of the information society. To prove this claim, 
the article analyzes virtues forming a human personality at different stages of historical devel-
opment of mankind and in main world religions. Particularly attention is paid to the so-called
acquired virtues that man learned in the process of intellectual and moral development, that is 
the result of education and training. The article presents the different definitions of the term 
“competence”. The approach to the understanding of competence, building on the opposite 
concept of “incompetence”. Provides examples of manifestations of incompetence in different
realms of human activity, in particular in the field of education. In philosophical terms social 
incompetence increases the entropy of any social system, resulting in the transition from the 
state of dynamic equilibrium to a state of disorder. Maintain order in the system is a deterrent, 
providing consistency of self-development. Growth trends destruction order leads to destructive 
changes in the system. Entropy as a characteristic value of order and disorder in the system can 
characterize the relation between the manifestations of the ability to self-preservation and self-
development. As to the problem of social incompetence, is the disappointing conclusion that 
only a small number of countries able to provide the necessary conditions for improving social 
competence through technical and financial benefits and effective advocacy. Concludes that 
competence should be added to the list of universal virtues acquiring extremely important in the 
information society, particularly in education.

Key words: education, ethics, natural virtues acquired virtues, competence, teacher, 
social competence.
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