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Varetska O. The Concept of “Individual Social Competence”: Approaches to its 

Definition
The paper shows the significance of individual social competence, outlines the main 

approaches to its definition, the author thoroughly analyses such notions as social adap-
tability, performance of social roles, balance between social requirements and capabilities of 
the individual, social behavior, social reality and the art of living, socialization, professional 
socialization, mastery of social experience, which is based on subjective reflection of events,
relationships with other people, stereotype and uniqueness, which together provide effective 
regulation of social aspects of life. It is noted that individual self-development and relation-
ship regulation in the outside world in time continuum provide categorical space of individual 
experience with its components and functions.

The attention is focused on the fact of the importance of value orientation for the 
research and development of teachers’ social competence in postgraduate education. This 
individual value orientation on the future outcome in life is referred to as a framework for 
expertise, acquiring of a new social status in the complex environment of integration and
competition between the elements of old and new experience.

It is concluded that social competence is a universal, composite, integrative concept that
indicates the level of individual socialization and pervades broad areas of human activity.
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