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Smolyanyuk N. The Contribution of V. Polovtsov`s to the Development of
Natural Science School

This article tells about V. Polovtsov`s contribution into the development of school
natural history of the second part of the 19 th and beginning of the 20 th century. The article
is based on the analysis of the pedagogical sources revealing this contribution.

And exactly famous methodologist, professor V. Polovtsov was especial propagandist
of F. Yunger`s and O. Shmale`s ideas in Russia at the end of the 19 th and beginning of the
20 th centuries, V. Polovtsov was engaged in scientific researches in the sphere of Botany not
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very much but he concentrated all his scientific interests on the methods of natural history.
For the purpose of the dissemination of the methodological ideas among teachers he took an
active part in the work of commissions which were occupied with the questions of teaching
natural history in secondary schools; he delivered lectures on the methods of natural history
to the students of St. Petersburg University and to the listeners of Pedagogical Courses.
V. Polovtsov also published the magazine “Natural History in school.” Besides he was the
organizer of the Union of Natural History Teachers attached to St. Petersburg Pedagogical
Museum of military training schools. V. Polovtsov published the text-book of Botany and
“The Basis of general methods of natural history” he also took an active part in the work of
“The commission on the problems of natural history teaching in technical schools."

V. Polovtsov considered that the main task of the methods of natural history teaching
was working out such forms of teaching which would give pupils the possibility to perceive
natural objects and phenomenon in the best way.

As far as this can be achieved only in the process of pupils’ spontaneous interaction
with phenomenon under review, therefore methods of nature teaching must  be engaged in
working out conducting of the practical trainings, excursions, work out the methods of
observation of the experiment. So all these V. Polovtsov’s propositions underline that the
main thing in natural history teaching is pupils’ first-hand acquaintance with facts, objects
and phenomenon of nature V. Polovcov, school nature studying.

Key words: school natural history, methods of natural history, darwinism.


