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Konopeltseva O. Family Education on the Territory of Modern France Under the 
Roman Empire

The article deals with the origins and formation of family education on the territory of 
modern France which have influenced the modern family education system in France.

The beginnings of the family education in France dates back to the celtic tribes which 
conquered Europe during the 5th to 1st centuries BC. They established their own educational 
system based on the knowledge owned by educated, professional class – druids. Druids used to 
teach the youth in caves and forests. Children in Gaule used to be brought up by adoptive fathers 
paid by biological fathers. In accordance with biological fathers’ social position boys were trained 
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either to cut woods or to play chess and hunt; girls were taught to dry cereal or to embroider and 
sew. Ancient Celtic people used to separate biological fathers and educators.

At the beginning of the 1st century A. D. Gaule was conquered by Julius Caeser and the 
educational system was greatly influenced by the Roman Empire. Druids’ teaching was banned and 
soon disappeared. A new educational system based on adopted ancient Greece teaching standards 
was established in Gaule. Romans promoted the Greek and Latin languages, literature which 
played a crucial role in education since geography and history were taught via literature. Romans 
also implemented a 3-cycle educational system.

Ancient Romans did not take a child as a human being. In their understanding a child 
needed additional family education and teaching in order to become a personality.

Family education in Gaule under the Roman Empire included a wet-nurse who took care of 
a child till the age of three. The wet-nurse was usually a Greek slave who brought up a child by 
telling ancient Greek legends.

However, a child’s upbringing was strictly monitored by mothers. Romans believed that it 
was mothers who cultivated their children love for the homeland, customs and traditions of 
ancestors and Roman citizen’s virtues by citing examples from the Roman history or epos thus 
giving the family education the key role in the formation of a decent Roman citizen.
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