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Paukova . History of children’s protection policy from television risks in the USA
The problem of children’s protection policy from television risks is very actual among

scholars, teachers and parents in the USA. A lot of studies and statistics of children’s
television viewing are described. The history of television policy, main laws, acts and
strategies of American government which provide the protection of children from television
risks in the USA are described and analyzed in the article. Main three basic aspects of
“Children’s Television Act” are marked out: time restrictions on advertising during
children’s programming, promotion the educational and informational needs of each child,
some of this programming had to be “specifically designed” to educate children. Definition of
educational programming is given. New amendments designed to strengthen the “Children’s
Television Act” of 1990 are revealed in the article. Author examined the main requirement
for television industry which was to provide at least three hours of core educational programs
for children between the ages of two and sixteen. Features of all core educational programs
according to new rues of “Children’s Television Act” are analyzed. “TV Parental
Guidelines”, movie rating system and V-chip technology are described in the article. Author
also describes the creating age-group programming categories: preschool, early elementary,
preteen, early teen, middle teen. The effectiveness of television policy is analyzed. The
prospects for the development of this problem are shown.

Key words: television policy, “Children’s Television Act”, systems of ratings, V-chip.


