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Yefremova G. L. Andragogical Foundations of Professional Development of So-
cial Pedagogues in the System of Postgraduate Education

The article is devoted to the analysis of the problem of social pedagogues’ postgradu-
ate training in Ukraine. The functions, essential characteristics of the professional develop-
ment of social pedagogues in terms of their postgraduate training are determined.

Postgraduate education is researched not only as a system of teacher training and re-
training of specialists with degree but also as one of the forms of adult education. The aim of
our research is determined by the necessity to study the foundations of professional develop-
ment of social pedagogues in the system of postgraduate training. In general understanding
we characterize them as andragogical ones as we talk about adult education.

Postgraduate training gives wide opportunities for the development of a personality of
a specialist. The synonymic use of the terms postgraduate education and postgraduate train-
ing is not correct from the scientific point of view. The main elements of postgraduate educa-
tion are: teacher training, receiving a new teaching degree, training according to a specific
functional activity, further education, doctorate and PhD degree, self-education.

From our point of view, postgraduate education is the result of complex social and
psychological processes and changes, which take place in the professional activity of a spe-
cialist as a representative of the given profession. So we view social and psychological prob-
lems of teacher training as a component of lifelong learning. Postgraduate teacher training is
understood as individual activity aimed at advancing the level of his skills. By its psychologi-
cal contents this activity is the foundation of personal growth, gradual enrichment of human’s
creative potential.

Taking into account the problem researched we should state that the foundations of
professional development of social pedagogues in the system of postgraduate education are:
the learners’ possibility to gain methods of individual information search referring to differ-
ent aspects of science; adapting learning to real professional life; the possibility of profes-
sional communication between social pedagogues in course of learning; advancing the value
of not only the learning result but of the education result in general; the development of sub-
jectivity of a social teaching specialist, enriching his professional self-consciousness, gaining
maturity.

Key words: professionalization, professional development, professional formation,
professional adaptivity, andragogical foundations, postgraduate education, training of spe-
cialists.


