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Pisotskaia M. Individualization Questionsin Psychological Research
The article analyzes psychological literature on the issue of human individuality in

which individuality is considered comprehensively, in conjunction with its mental properties
and processes. Various approaches to defining the structure of human personality are char-
acterized. It is pointed out that, although there is not a single point of view on the structure of
individuality, most authors consider individuality at all levels of manifestation of a man as an
organism, individual personality and activity subject; study from the perspective of a regular
whole; describe with the help of relationship between various properties and levels of its or-
ganization as a system. It is disclosed that the main features of the integral individuality as a
system in psychology are considered: the hierarchical way of organizing, multi-level, theo-
logical and causal types of determination, flexibility of many-many-valued and stiffness of
single-valued relationship. Psychological studies show: system-function in the structure of
integral individuality is performed by different signs; individuality has a plastic structure
(each level of individuality reaches its peak in the development at a different age); individual
features depend on the typological features of the human nervous system.

The article also characterizes the concepts “metaindividuality”, “individuation”,
“individualization” described in the literature. The views of psychologists on personality de-
velopment are given.

Key words: individuality, individuality structure, integral individuality, metaindividuality,
individuation, individualization.


