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Yancharska L. V. Usage of a Technology of Collective and Individual Thinking
Activity on the Basis of the Discipline “Methods of Teaching Economics”

The article deals with the usage of a technology of collective and individual thinking
activity on the basis of the discipline “Methods of teaching economics”. The concept of
“educational technology” as a pedagogical system based on a common activity of a teacher
and a studentis clarified. The basic features of the collective thinking activity are defined which
include the ability to work together in order to achieve common goals, cognitive interests,
readinessto bear personal responsibility for the assignedissue and reasonably standup for one’
decision, the ability to persuade and take the views of a small group participantsinto account.

The author describes the application algorithm of the technology of collective and
individual thinking activity which involves four cycles: introduction to the problem, creation of
psychologically comfortablesmall groups; small groupindividual workactivization performed by
involving every student into the solution of a common problem; presentation of solutions of
small groups, defence of one’s position; students’ self-analysisof a group cognitiveactivity,
revealing the complications and errors that occur at all stages of a small groupperformance.

Methods of collective mental activity: brainstorming, synthetics, morphological
analysis, analysis and synthesis of fantastic ideas, garlandsof associations, a sevenfold search,
heuristic questions, an inversion, anda personal analogy, a snowball, a mat of ideas, a case
method, a discussion methodall of which promote divergent thinking and creativity of students.

Methodological pieces of advice for teachers aboutusingthe technology of collective
and individual thinking activity on the basis of the discipline “Methods of teaching
economics” are proposed by the author in the paper.

Key words: educational technology, technology of collective and individual thinking
activity, methods of collective mental activity.


