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Mazurenok M. Organizational Fundamentals of the USSR People’s

Commissariat of Education in Higher Education in the 1920
The article analyses the main activities of the SSR People’s Commissariat of

Enlightenment in the field of higher education in the 1920s. The focus is on reforming higher
education. At the stage of Soviet power in Ukraine in 1919 there were 38 institutions of
higher education. The Department of High School of the USSR People’s Commissariat of
Education took care of their functioning. From the first days it faced the challenge to change
the functioning of higher education establishments, make regulatory and scientific providing
in teaching in higher education establishments, recruitment and placement of the staff, social
security of students and teachers. The resolution “On the reform of higher school” (1920)
was approved, which foresaw the elimination of universities.

In addition to the reorganization of the education system the USSR People’s
Commissariat of Education focused efforts on establishing and organizing the educational
process in higher education. To this end, considerable attention was paid to the curricula
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development and its approval for institutions and colleges of all verticals, ensuring a close
connection of practice and educational process, introduction of new subjects, forms and
methods of teaching, organizing of collective system of students’ assessment and more.

Special attention was paid to the formation of students’ staff of higher educational
institutions and their proletarianization.

An important way of activity of the USSR People’s Commissariat of Education in
1920 was the introduction of the policy of “Ukrainization” in education in general and in
higher education in particular. Administration of all universities in addition to the curriculum
introduced compulsory study of Ukrainian language. All students of 1925–1926 academic
year had to pass the compulsory exam from the Ukrainian language. Teachers that didn’t
speak Ukrainian had to pass the appropriate course in specially organized workshops.

The end of the 1920s is characterized by “detailed socialism offensive on all fronts.”
The policy of the party was reflected in the activities of the USSR People’s Commissariat of
Education. Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU (B) in July 1928 was decided to
unify the system of the specialists’ training. It was one of the first steps in the destruction of
the Ukrainian education system.

Thus, the most important ways of activity of the USSR People’s Commissariat of
Education in the 1920s were: activity in the field of legal support; reorganization of higher
education (elimination of universities operating in the territory of the USSR and the creation of a
new system of high school with the following components – technical colleges, working evening
college, three-year higher pedagogical courses, colleges); development of new higher education
content, the search for optimum forms of training and logistical support of educational process in
universities; formation of student contingent; implementation of the “Ukrainization” policy in the
high school; unification of higher education by the Russian sample.

Key words: the USSR People’s Commissariat of Education, higher education, higher
education establishments, students, reformation, “ukrainization”.


