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Ponikarovs’ka S. Features of Teaching of Foreign Languages in Poland
Dynamic development of international relations and globalization put knowledge of

foreign languages among the most important requirements along with professional knowledge
and social skills. Ukraine is now at the new stage of developing relations with EU countries
and the world. Among the countries that have entered the European Community quite recently
is Poland, the country which is close to Ukraine geographically, has a similar history and
strong links with Ukraine. We can use its experience to our best.

When Poland entered the period of equal rights for all foreign languages the need for
foreign language teachers increased immediately and by many times. And here Poland faced
the problem, which is still topical for Ukraine – the problem of unqualified teachers. In order to
meet the demand in the number of foreign language teachers the schools had to recruit
freelance teachers or even teachers qualified for subjects other than languages. Later the
Ministry of Education started to look for the regular solution of this problem and since then the
unqualified teachers have had to pass the special exam (Cambridge First Certificate and
Advanced Certificate examination), giving them the possibility to apply for the job for one year.

Today, according to the state standard, the teacher of English in Poland has to possess the
following skills and knowledge in various fields of pedagogical activity: in his specialty, in
psychology and pedagogical science, in general subjects, in information technologies, in one more
foreign language according to European recommendations in language education. Such approach
to learning languages came to life at the moment when the system required solution of the task to
change the direction of development fundamentally in order enter the world community. Ukraine is
in the same situation now and can use the experience of Poland in its system of education.
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