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Nikulenko S. The Role of the Ukrainian Central Rada in the Creation of the 
Ukrainian Academy of Arts 

In the article the development of higher art school in Kyiv (1917–1919) is considered 
as a piece of cultural life in largest art centers of Ukraine. Based on archival research and 
literature, first steps of Ukrainaian Academy of Arts, features of the search for new ways of 
interaction between traditional academic forms of art education and the concept of artistic 
and industrial specialists training advanced by revolutionary time are presented. Features of 
teaching at various art colleges of Ukraine, their similarities and differences, displaying the 
originality of educational systems, are also presented.
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Until the early 1990-ies in the literature was dominated by the assertion that the 
Ukrainian Academy of arts was established only thanks to the efforts of enthusiasts and public 
support it received in Soviet times. 

Great importance is paid to the activities of the Ukrainian Central Rada, which played 
a decisive role in the birth of the Ukrainian Academy of arts. Despite the difficult political 
and economic conditions, contributed to the formation of structural units of the Academy, 
contributed to financial and legal support of the University. 

This article provides a description of the official part of the festive opening of the 
Ukrainian Academy of arts and constitutional principles, some provisions of which were 
distinguished by exceptional democracy. The intentions of the founders of the Academy on the 
awarding of diplomas, the choice of honorary academicians, as well as the direction for 
improvement in the art of both teachers and pupils in foreign travel, was declared the Charter 
of the Academy, approved by the Ukrainian Central Rada. What is the connection with 
Europe was perceived as a necessary condition for maintaining the European level of 
Ukrainian art. 

Key words: The Ukrainian Academy of arts, the Ukrainian Central Rada, the Statute 
of the Ukrainian Academy of arts, graduate art school, private workshops. 


