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Datsko O. Institutional Evaluation Programme as a Part of European University 
Association Activity in the Sphere of Higher Education Quality Assurance 

The notional and procedural aspects of European University Association activity are 
found out in the article. The article reveals characteristic features of the EUA’s Institutional 
Evaluation Programme (IEP): an international and European perspective, a peer-review 
approach, a special importance of self-evaluation phase and encouragement to improvement. 
The article emphasizes that the focal point of the programme is the evaluated university as a 
whole but not the particular units or study programmes. It is underlined that IEP pays 
particular attention to relevance of internal quality processes and the extent to which their 
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results are used in strategic planning and decision-making as well as perceived gaps in these 
internal mechanisms. The article also puts one of its accents on the main mission of the 
programme. It is to increase the strategic steering capacity of higher education institutions 
and to enhance their autonomy and their accountability to the public. The preconditions of 
introducing the Institutional Evaluation Programme of European University association are 
ascertained. The principles of the Programme introducing, in particular the voluntary 
participation of the universities, the consideration of internal and external context of higher 
educational institution functioning, the priority of self-evaluation, the independence of higher 
educational institution while implementing the received recommendations are traced. The 
procedure of the independent evaluation of the universities is described. The aspects which 
envisage the improvement of higher educational institutions activity, in particular the 
strategic management, higher educational institution management, quality culture, teaching 
and learning, scientific-research work, the internationalization of the education, universities’ 
relation with the society, financing are explained.

Key words: European University Association, Institutional Evaluation Programme, 
internationalization, higher education quality assurance, quality culture, project, strategic 
planning and internal quality management, self-evaluation, stakeholders, innovations, 
competitiveness, benchmarking, scientific-research work. 


