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Chyrva Y. The Essence of Interethnic Tolerance as a Scientific Term
In this article the term “tolerance” is defined as liberality, a person’s ability to 

perceive and accept the views, thoughts and behaviors of another person, other than those 
which adheres to himself. It is pointed that interethnic tolerance is a kind of tolerance that is 
showed up in interethnic human communication. This phenomenon is the subject of scientific 
research in the field of philosophy, psychology, pedagogy and other sciences.

At the same time, scientists interpret the term of “ethnic tolerance” ambiguously, in 
particular as a positive attitude towards inter-ethnic cooperation, human willingness to 
accept socio-cultural differences of other ethnic groups in the processes of interpersonal 
interaction on the basis of a positive image of other cultures and the preservation of a positive 
perception of the people’s culture; as an integrative quality of a person’s identity based on 
positive ethnic identity, displaying in respect to other ethnic groups, interaction with which 
determines the principles of culture of international dialogue; as a kind of tolerance, based 
on the perception and acceptance of the person the representatives of other ethnic groups, 
which may differ greatly according to specific characteristics of its ethnic community, as a set 
of positive personality attitudes towards to these groups.

On the basis of the account of different scientific points of view in the context of 
research interethnic tolerance is understood as an integrative personal quality, displaying 
itself in a person’s respect to ethnic, religious and cultural specificities of the person as a 
representative of another ethnic group, the ability to accept other person in his ethnic and 
cultural otherness on principles of humanism and universal values.
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