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Ponikarovska S. Standardization or Variety: the Future of Higher Engineering

Education in the World
The increasing gap between the wealth of a few privileged nations, so called

developed countries, and developing ones has caused an urgent need for a new philosophy
and strategy to be developed in order to ensure the provision of proper education in less
privileged countries. Quality education, as the major human capital of any nation, has had a
tremendous impact on the wealth and welfare of a country, and has been quite rightly
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regarded as one of the major factors influencing global peace and stability. Those nations
with a well-developed education infrastructure have demonstrated enormous achievements in
building up their wealth, progress, prosperity and, even more importantly, democracy.

Therefore, unlimited access to proper education should be a fundamental human right
rather than a privilege for a few. The current global situation, as well as issues of concern in
the context of education disparities between developed and developing countries, are
discussed in the article with regard to engineering education as for engineers these problems
need to be resolved for them to move freely beyond national settings and to venture into other
countries, and there needs to be some form of standardization established in the education
system so that it fits into the global education standards. One way of achieving these global
standards is through the use of a global curriculum.

A common curriculum could avoid the problems of a multiplication of course offerings
and would also reduce substantial administrative overhead costs attributable to departmen-
talization. The other noted advantage of a common curriculum is that it does not restrict the
graduates’ choices and opportunities upon entering the workforce. So, the standardization of
engineering education is one step forward to achieving global education and hence a global
engineer.
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