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Stashuk O. Development of Research Skills of Future Social Pedagogues in the

Process of their Life-exploring Activities
The article presents the results of a research attempt of fostering life-exploring

activities by students of social pedagogy as one of the ways of developing their research
skills. Certain aspects of the process of acquiring knowledge and developing skills of research
character by students were identified, namely: synergy of personal experience, peculiarities of
mental processes, dynamics of the ability to think independently and to act, the corpus of
already acquired knowledge, etc. It is personal context of developing research skills by
students that allows a teacher to build his developmental work effectively. From this point of
view, fostering organized life-exploring activities by students is innovational. On one hand,
life exploring means developing research skills, and on the other it is a spiritual and practical
activities of an individual on cognising the essence, laws and principles of human life. An
example of life-exploring activities of students is an extracurricular project “Philosophy of
heart in the new school”, which suggested investigation into life courses of outstanding
scientists of the past. This life-exploring project aimed at expanding students’ knowledge on
the life and works of the outstanding teachers S. F. Rusova D and P. D. Yurkevych, furthering
research skills and skills of using biographical method by students, nurturing active social
stand and respect for the Ukrainian as a bearer of authentic qualities of a sophisticated
personality. In order to evaluate the effectiveness of getting students involved into the life-
exploring project, a diagnostic study was performed that assessed the four criteria:
awareness of students of research work, interest of students in research, self-organisation in
the process of research and creativity. Comparative analysis of the results of the primary and
repeated studies showed a positive dynamics in the change of parameters: percentage of
high-level research skills increased by 2.72%, of average-level – by 2.17%, which shows the
effectiveness of the project.

Key words: research skills, development of research skills, life-exploring activities,
life-exploring project.


