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Kurinna L. Socio-Cultural Competence: Definitional Analysis
The article draws our attention to the actuality of a problem of formation of person’s 

socio-cultural competence. Basing on the results of definitional analysis of the term “socio-
cultural competence” we have found out that socio-cultural competence includes two related 
aspects – social and cultural. The essence of basic concepts is shown: “social”, “cultural” 
and “competence”, which are the basis of the concept “socio-cultural competence”. The def-
initions of the term “socio-cultural competence” have been carefully studied given by other 
scientists, common and different features have been selected.

We have offered our own definition of the term “socio-cultural competence”. The con-
cept of the formulated definition focuses on the basic levels of personal development: social 
and cultural.

While performing definitional analysis we have found out that it is of high investiga-
tional use to explore the definition of the terms “socio-cultural environment” and “socio-
cultural space” together. Besides we have shown the connection the term “socio-cultural 
competence”. The author offers the idea that the term “environment” in socio-cultural con-
text is a narrow concept and includes person’s inner circle, while the term “space” is a wider 
concept and implies a wider range of social and cultural relations. 

Having summarized the definitions of the concept “socio-cultural competence”, we 
have ascertained its key characteristics. These are: a range of knowledge, abilities and skills 
necessary for intercultural communication in specific social and cultural contexts; general 
educational and cultural peculiarities; tolerant and open attitude to the representatives of dif-
ferent language communities.

Key words: social, culture, competence, socio-cultural competence, socio-cultural 
environment, socio-cultural space.
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