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CHARACTERISTICS OF PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF MASTERS
IN FIELD OF JOURNALISM: THE US EXPERIENCE

The article is devoted to the analysis of professional training of masters in Journalism at the US universities.
Peculiarities of formation of journalist professional development in the conditions of globalization, convergent
and integration processes, taken place in the USA, are analyzed.

On the basis of research it has been outlined that the professional journalists’ training of masters in the
decentralized US system is characterized by the absence of unified qualification framework system. It has
been proven that professional training of masters Journalism is a complex process and requires different
approaches. It has been also revealed that the professional training of masters in the field of Journalism at
American universities is grounded on the principles of morality and honesty, social justice, code of ethics.

Requirements for obtaining Master degree in Journalism are provided. In details two years of masters
studying at the faculties of Journalism and Communication are described. Main peculiarities of professional
masters’ training in the US are revealed. Various programs of professional training of masters in Journalism,
implemented at the US universities, are considered.

Major and optional disciplines that masters in Journalism learn during the professional training are analyzed.
Outcomes, gained by masters in the field of Journalism are characterized. Professional skills, knowledge
necessary to be gained for acquiring Master degree in Journalism are outlined. Methods, applied during the
professional training of masters in Journalism at the US higher education institutions are considered. It has
been outlined that such traditional methods as lectures, seminars, practical and independent work are used

s

during the professional training of masters in Journalism.
The comparative analysis between the requirements of gaining Master degree and Bachelor degree is
provided. Distinctive features in professional training of masters and bachelors in Journalism are specified.
Key words: university, the USA, educational system, professional training, master, journalism.

Formulation of the problem. It is significant
to emphasize the fact that integrative processes
occurring around the world greatly impact all
spheres of society and lead to changes in the higher
education system. It has been noted that education
is considered to be as one of the important factors
in the development of society, ensures the economic
development of the country and contributes to the
formation of a competency strategy related to the
training of future professionals. According to scientists,
the modern knowledge society is characterized by
globalization processes, increasing competition
in education and science, the establishment of
transnational educational institutions and discoveries
of universities outside the country [1, p.105].

It is also necessary to point out that in modern
conditions of society the need for highly qualified
specialists who will be able to apply acquired
knowledge, developed abilities and skills in
professional activity, is actualized. It should be noted
that in the period of rapid development of information
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technology the role of a journalistin society is growing.
They have to present high level of knowledge using
digital technologies with the prospect of employment
on radio or television stations, editorial services,
participate in Internet blogging, mobile journalism
services etc. In addition, new trends in society
require journalists to know and master the norms
of intercultural communication, which is a key
component of a journalist’s professional activity.

On the basis of the analysis it is outlined that the
successful experience of American universities in
the process of professional training of masters in the
field of journalism determines the choice of the US
university system as the object of our article.

Brief overview of recent research and
publications. The professional training at the US
universities has been the subject of the scientific
research of V. Batton, D. James, D. Parkerson,
O. Stoika, R. Syndyk, I. Titarenko and others. The
modern conditions in the development of the US
higher education have been analyzed by E. Kaverina,
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V. Kudina, and N. Nychkalo. Problems of improving
the quality of education in the United States are
considered in the works of A. Varlamova, O. Kalinina.
The current state of the professional education sector
in the United States is being studied by O. Tarasova.

Theoretical and practical aspects of professional
journalist’s training has been the concern of D. Hallin
and P. Mancini, B. Gyori Ta M. Charles, R. Goodman,
E. Steyn, M. Kutner, E. Greenberg, Y. Jin, B. Boyle,
Y. Hsu and E. Dunleavy; content of professional
journalists’ training has been analyzed by C. Mellado,
C. Moreira, S. Lagos Ta M. Hernandez, P. R. Hobbs.
C. Anderson, M. Carlson, S. Konovalchuk, I. Che-
merys devoted their studies to the analysis of
organizing educational process for journalists at the
US universities.

The professional training of journalists in the
US has been analyzed by many scholars, but the
peculiarities of training masters have not been
thoroughly investigated by scientists yet.

The purpose of the article is to analyze in details
educational programs for masters in the field of
Journalism at the US universities, specify skills and
knowledge needed to acquire Master of Arts.

Main material. According to the Encyclopedia of
American Education Master’s degree is defined as
a second-level higher education diploma that usually
requires one year of study after obtaining a Bachelor’s
degree in a particular major [2, p. 683]. A Master’s
degree can certify both academic (scientific) and
practical (professional) training, depending on the field
of knowledge and goals of the instructional program.
About 80% of all master’s programs are professional,
and only 15% belong to the traditionally academic
fields of humanities and sciences [3, p. 399].

Although master’s degree programs are
individualized for each student, there are typical
requirements for master's degree. Admission
requirements usually include a bachelor’s degree
(progress in the bachelor’s program has to be not
lower than“B”) (very good), basic knowledge of
the subject, English language proficiency and a
written justification of their own motivation to study
the program. Graduate Record Examination is the
obligatory exam to be passed and is considered as
a standardized test that assesses the knowledge of
mathematical, analytical and critical thinking skills. It
is important to note the fact that only about 18% of
bachelors continue their studies at the next level [4].

While studying for the master’s degree, in contrast
to the bachelor's degree, future specialists are
offered two training programs: the first is assigned
for students with little experience in journalism; the
second one is for students who have already obtained
a bachelor’s degree or have five years of experience.
However, such programs are not implemented in
all US universities. In the field of journalism, the
Master of Technical Sciences (Master of Science)
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is correlated with the practice-oriented model, and
the Master of Arts (Master of Arts) corresponds to an
academic counterpart.

The Master of Journalism, in contrast to the
bachelor’'s degree, provides a much higher level
of knowledge, professional skills and abilities.
Training takes place over 2 years and is divided into
2 semesters [5, p. 56].

Based on the analysis of master’s programs at the
US universities it has been stated that during the first
semester, students are taught how to properly collect
news material and how to create it. Also students take
an introductory course during which they learn about
modern social issues important to the journalist,
namely: gender, racial, ethnic, religious, poverty
issues, the formation of personal development etc.
Using analytical methods of information analysis,
student-journalists in practice convey these facts to
the audience, demonstrating the rules and principles
of journalism ethics [5, p.56].

It has been analyzed that during the second
semester students are focused on the in-depth study
of media legislation (at the international and national
levels); internship in different types of media (at
least two types): preparation of materials for radio
or television, newspapers, magazines; editing these
materials and their production, etc. Between the first
and second year of study, if possible, the student
must undergo an internship in national or international
media, working in the subject area of their specialty
[5, p. 571.

During the first semester of the 2nd year of
study, students prepare specialized information and
analytical materials; modern journalistic methods
of information retrieval are studied. The second
semester is characterized by deepening knowledge
in the disciplines studied in the previous and writing a
master’s project in the specialty [5, p. 58].

Students who have successfully defended
a bachelor’s degree in the humanities, natural
sciences or other specialties and do not have the
education in the field of journalism, during the first
year of master’s degree focus on gaining knowledge,
skills and abilities in preparing, editing and publishing
materials of various media. These students are given
the opportunity to attend seminars and lectures in
media organizations to gain practical experience.

It should be noted that students who have a
Bachelor’s degree in Journalism or another field, but
have five years of experience in the media, should
focus on gaining specialized knowledge in the
humanities or engineering in the first year of study.
The purpose of this program is to professionally train
future journalists for specialized work in the media.
Within this program, students are not required to
repeat the journalism material they have learned
while studying for a bachelor’s degree or working in
the media.
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Thus, students who have not received journalism
education or professional experience during the
second year of master’s degree continue to study
and gain professional knowledge of modern methods
of information retrieval, skills and abilities in preparing
material [5, p. 59].

Considering in more details peculiarities of
master’s studies at the University of Florida, which
offers an instructional program of Master of Arts in
Mass Communication — Journalism, it has been
stated that students take compulsory courses (usually
theoretical), professional disciplines, elective or
special electives. It is also allowed to choose several
disciplines, which can be taken at another faculty or
university.

Analysis of master's studies at the University
of Florida shows that student- journalists have
the opportunity to choose a wide range of elective
courses, which are divided into thematic blocks:
data/researchincludes the following elective courses
(audience analysis, coding, analysis of large amount
of database, digital media planning, experimental
research, social media metrics, research methods
and others); creative disciplines (creative strategies,
advertising, journalism as literature, digitalimagination
in web design, writing magazines and fiction, strategic
thinking, sports reporting, web design principles,
etc.) and management (advertising management,
brand management, communication leadership,
international advertising, international public relations,
public relations management, telecommunications
management, telecommunications regulation and
others) [6].

Temple University School of Media and
Communication offers several master's programs:
“Communication Management”, “Globalization
and Social Change”, “Strategic Specialization
in Advertising and Marketing”. One such
program —“Journalism”, according to which students
obtain Master ’s degree (Journalism, M. J.), is inclined
to master knowledge of applied disciplines. This
program includes the following specialized subjects:
law and ethics; preparation of information materials
for printed, audiovisual and online publications;
documentary photography, sports journalism, web
design [7].

To obtain a Master’'s degree in Journalism at
The City University of New York Graduate School
of Journalism, students are required to prepare a
dissertation over three semesters and receive 43
credits, as well as to pass an internship, final exams
and defend a diploma project. The curriculum is
based on 7 general courses in various media formats,
some of which are aimed at gaining knowledge, skills
in writing reports, preparing a report, developing
analytical thinking to solve complex problems, others
are focusing on the study of journalistic ethics and its
legal principles; basics of interactive media, namely

online journalism, creating multimedia presentations,
website design, blogging. It has been researched that
master’s students must be able to work with photos
and videos, documents of various kinds, be experts
in publishing, operate the system on television or
radio. The educational process is characterized by
an elective system of courses — students have the
opportunity to choose courses in media according
to their interests and career goals and change them
in the 2nd or 3rd semester. In the 2nd semester,
students can choose to study the following subjects:
art and culture, business and economics, health and
science, Spanish journalism and local reporting. It
has been noted that the transferring credit system
from other universities is unforeseen [8].

Analyzing programs for masters in the field of
Journalism at the US universities it is important
to draw attention to the program offered by the
University of Arizona. The School of Journalism’s
aims at preparing students to face the complicated
challenges confronting journalists in the 21st century.
At school’s seminar rooms and computer laboratories,
master students have a chance to work on stories
that will appear in real world news media, and study
the economic, legal political and ethical issues that
journalists counter in the global information age.

According to the program of “Bilingual Journalism”
students have to study two years. It is necessary to
note that this program is considered to be cutting-
edge and suggests both academic and professional
training that have the aim to make various reports
for Latinx and foreign communities. It is also needed
to emphasize that this program is the only bilingual
programs in the country according to which graduates
acquire robust knowledge and skills in Spanish and
English, making them highly competitive in the labor
market.

Due to the analysis of this program, it has been
proven that during these two years of studying
masters will acquire comprehensive knowledge and
understanding of Latinx history and culture, Mexican
American and other bilingual populations in Latinx
and the US.

Taking into account specificity of this program,
it is significant to emphasize the fact that masters
in journalism learn how to make reports on Latinx
issues in two languages including social, geographic,
political, cultural, historical and social problems that
are relevant to Latinx communities in Arizona and the
Latin American countries where many US immigrants
originated [9].

Considering top US universities, it has been
stated that lllinois College of Media, the Department
of Journalism offers practical series of courses
that prepare graduates for the dynamic changes
occurring in newsrooms and digital media. The
faculty is considered to be internationally esteemed
and consists of highly qualified practitioners and
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scholars who provide instructions in a wide range of
media and skills in investigative journalism, scientific
writing, data analysis, social media, news design
etc. It is necessary to emphasize the fact students
have a great chance to obtain dual Master degree
within Illinois College of Law and the Gies College of
Business.

According to this program, masters in the field of
Journalism will make a personal portfolio including
their master’s projects that will be published at award-
winning professional newsrooms.

Analyzing in details the above mentioned program,
it has been researched that the Department offers
two graduate degrees: The Master of Science in
Journalism (MS) and the Master of Journa-lism (MJ).

The MS program is designed to meet the goals
characterizing three types of students: 1) students
who have recently obtained a Bachelor’s degree in
Journalism or a related field and want to investigate
a specific type of journalism deeply, 2) mid-career
journalists who want to broadcast their professional
skills in multimedia, investigative, narrative
journalism, and 3) students that are pursuing a degree
in selected fields (science, technology, engineering
and math) seeking to complement their expertise
with journalistic skills.

The main admission requirements are the
following: applicants to the Master must have a
4-year bachelor’s degree from an accredited US
institution. A grade point average of 3.0 is viewed as
the minimum requirement for admission to the Master
of Science programs. For international students, a
minimum score of 600 is required on the paper-based
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) and
250 on the computer-based test). IELTS scores must
be 6.5 and 6 or higher on all sub-sections.

The Department of Journalism suggests the
MJ degree as part of program concentrated on an
expanded range of professional skills. Applicants
to the MJ program must be University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign students in the BS in Journalism
program with a cumulative GPA of at least a 3.40 and
have at least 60 but no more than 89 credit hours to
apply for the program [10].

Conclusions. Taking into consideration all above
information, we can say, that in order to obtain
Master’s degree in Journalism at the US universities

students have to follow special requirements, namely
to obtain Bachelor’s degree and pass courses related
to the specialty.

It is also important to state that professional
training of masters in the field of Journalism at the
US universities is implemented taking into account
integrative and transformative processes.

Prospects for further scientific research. Wide
spectrum of programs for masters in the field of
Journalism at the US universities should be deeply
and thoroughly analyzed.

References:

1. Mukan N., Havrylyuk M., Stoliarchuk L. Theoretical
Framework of Leadership in Higher Education of
England and Wales. Comparative Professional
Pedagogy, 2015. 5(1). P. 39 — 45,

2. Unger H. Encyclopedia of American education.
New York, USA: Facts on File, 2007. 1400 p.

3. Snyder T., Dillow S. Digest of education statistics
2009. Washington D.C., USA: National Center
for Education Statistics, Institute of Education
Sciences. U.S. Department of Education,
2010. 732 p.

4. Best colleges. Master’s in Journalism. URL:
https://www.bestcolleges.com/features/masters-
journalism-degree-programs/.

5. UNESCO Series on Journalism Education. Model
Curricula for Journalism Education. A compen-
dium of new syllabi. Paris, France : UNESCO,
2013. 217 p.

6. University of Florida. College of Journalism and
Communication. Master of Arts in Mass Com-
munication. URL: https://onlinemasters.jou.ufl.edu/
masters-specializations.

7. Klein College of Media and Communication. URL:
https://klein.temple.edu/academics/graduate-pro-
grams/master-journalism.

8. Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism.
URL: https://www.journalism.cuny.edu/future-stu-
dents/m-a-in-journalism/.

9. The University of Arizona. URL: hitps://
www.studyatuniversityofarizona.com/programs/
master-degrees/ma-bilingual-journalism.

10.lllinois  College of Media. URL: https:/
media.illinois.edu/journalism/degrees-programs/
masters.

Mapuixis X. P., l'yk J1. |. XapakTepuctuka npodpecinHoi niaroroBkM maricTpis y ranysi XXypHanicTukm:

pocsig CLUA

Cmammio npucesiyeHo aHanisy npogheciliHoi nidecomosku Mazicmpie y 2any3i XypHanicmuku 8 yHieepcu-
memax CLUA. NpoaHarnizoeaHo ocobriueocmi hopMyeaHHs MPogheciliHo20 po38UMKY XypHarsiicmie 8 ymoeax
enobanizaujii, KoHeepaeHMHUX ma iHmeapauitiHux rpouecis, wo gidbysaromscsi y CLUA.

Ha ocHoei docridxeHb 3a3Ha4eHo, Wo rnpogecitiHa nideomoska Mazicmpia y 2arny3i XypHanicmuku y 0eueH-
mparnizosaHiti cucmemi CLLUA xapakmepu3dyembcsi 8idcymHicmio €OuHOI cucmemu kearighikauiti. [JosedeHo,
wo npogpecitiHa nid2omoska Mazicmpig i3 XypHanicmuku € cKrnadHUM rMpoyecoM, W0 8UMaaae 3acmocy8aHHs
pisHUX nidxodig. Takox ycmaHoesneHo, Wo rnpogeciliHa nideaomoska Mazicmpie i3 XypHasnicmuku 6 3aknadax
suwoi ocgimu CLUA 6a3yembcs Ha nipuHyunax moparsi ma 4ecHocmi, couianbHol cripagednueocmi, 3acadax

KOOeKCcy emukul.
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Oxapakmepu3oeaHO 8uMoau Wod0 ompuMaHHsI CMyrneHs Mazicmpa XypHanicmuKku 8 yHieepcumemax
CLUA. JemanbHo onucaHo ocobnusocmi Hag4yaHHSI yripoOoex 080X POKie@ HasyaHHS Ha Maeicmpamypi Ha
hakynbmemax XypHasnicmuku ma KoMyHikauil. Po3kpumo ocHo8Hi ocobriugocmi npoghecitiHoi nidaomoeku
mazicmpie y CLUA. Po3anssHymo pi3Hi MazicmepchbKi mpozpamu 3 XypHasnicmuku, wo iMnieMeHmyrmscsi 8
yHisepcumemax CLUA. 3okpema, onucaHo MOXnueocmi Hag4amucs y Mazicmpamypi, 3006yswu nodeitHi
ounomu 3 XypHasnicmuku ma iHWux creyiarnbHocmed.

lpoaHanizosaHo 0608’s13K08i ma ¢haKyrnbmamueHi OQUCUUITIHU, SKi MazicmpaHmu-XXypHarnicmu eug4aoms
nid yac npocgpecitiHoi nidezomosku. OnucaHo pe3yrbmamu Hag4yaHHs1, IKi cmyOeHmu rMo8UHHI ompumMamu 8ripo-
006X HagYyaHHSs. BUOKPEMIIEHO rPOogeciliHi HaBUYKU, 3HaHHS, HEOBXIOHI 011 3006ymmsi cmyreHs1 Mazicmpa 3
XKypHarnicmuku. Po3ansgHymo memodu Hag4aHHsI, suKopucmaHi nid J4ac npoghecitiHoi nideaomoeKku mMazicmpig
i3 XypHanicmuku y 3aknadax suujoi oceimu CLUA. 3asHaqyeHO, w0 maki mpaduuiliHi MemoOu Hag4yaHHS, SK
nekuit, ceMiHapu, npakmu4yHi ma camocmiliHi pobomu euKopucmoesyrombscs y npoueci Nideaomoeku Mazicmpie
y aarnysi XypHanicmuku.

30iticHeHO nopigHsNbHUU aHasi3 suMoa 00 ompuMaHHs cmyrneHs Mazicmpa ma cmyrneHsi bakanaspa.

Knroyoei cnoea: yHisepcumem, CLLUA, oceimHs cucmema, npogheciliHa nideomoska, cmyriHb Mazicmpa,
XKYypHanicmuka.
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