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MODERN APPROACHES TO TEACHING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
AT AGRICULTURAL HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION

The article analyzes modern approaches to teaching foreign languages and substantiates the feasibility of
their use in agricultural institutions of higher education. Methods of teaching foreign languages are constantly
evolving and are in search of the most effective ways of learning. Modernization of education in agricultural
higher education institutions requires a wide range of research and development related to the introduction of
the latest technologies and modern approaches in the educational process. Graduates of agricultural higher
education institutions must speak a foreign language at a level sufficient for professional communication, and
for this purpose it is necessary to ensure the effectiveness of training and improve the quality of acquired
knowledge, skills and abilities.

It is emphasized that improving the quality of foreign language teaching of agricultural students is possi-
ble by intensifying the learning process. It was found that the development of activity and interest of future
specialists in the agricultural sector in the process of learning a foreign language contributes to the use of the
most effective methods of organizing educational activities, methods and teaching aids that would allow each
student to enhance their cognitive activity. The main active teaching methods that need to be implemented to
achieve effective results in learning a foreign language are identified.

It is established that the use of active teaching methods promotes the activation of cognitive activity of
students, increases their motivation for foreign language activities and improves professionally important per-
sonal qualities of future workers of agricultural sector. The study proved that high-quality foreign language
training of students is possible with the introduction of modern educational technologies, such as: vocational
training, project method, intensive and distance learning technologies, information technology, work with com-
puter programs in foreign languages, creation of presentations, training systems. It was found that the use of
innovative approaches to teaching a foreign language allows students to increase motivation to learn foreign
languages, provide access to new, alternative sources of information and develop communication skills, inter-
cultural and professional competence.
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Statement of the problem. The rapid entry of
Ukraine into the single educational space in the
process of European integration, the signing of the
Bologna Declaration, lead to the birth of a qualita-
tively different educational situation due to the objec-
tive need of society for specialists in foreign lan-
guages for functional professional purposes, using
language as a means of communication with col-
leagues from different cultures and nations. To meet
this urgent need of Ukrainian society in agricultural
institutions of higher education the methodology of
teaching foreign languages began to restructure
based on the thesis that languages should be stud-
ied in inseparable unity with the world and culture of
people who speak these languages.

In modern society, the requirements for the com-
petence of specialists are growing, an integral part of
which is the knowledge of a foreign language. A clear
social order is being formed for the acquisition of
foreign languages by specialists of various profiles
at the B2 level in accordance with the European
recommendations on language education. In view
of this, there is a need for a radical change in the
strategy and tactics of teaching in agricultural insti-
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tutions of higher education, the search for innovative
approaches and methods of teaching a foreign lan-
guage. Rational and motivated use of different teach-
ing methods in foreign language classes requires a
creative approach by the teacher, because “peda-
gogy is a science and art at the same time, so the
approach to choosing teaching methods should be
based on the creativity of the teacher” [1, p. 159-160].

Analysis of previous research and publica-
tions. Among the numerous studies on agricultural
education, we can highlight scientific publications that
reveal certain aspects of foreign language training of
future professionals: the works of A. Kuznetsov
(improvement of professional foreign language train-
ing), I. Lyashenko (formation of readiness for inter-
national professional programs), Yu. Nikolaenko
(preparation of students of agricultural specialties for
professional communication in a foreign language
environment), T. Ridel (formation of motivation to
teach students of agricultural universities in the pro-
cess of learning foreign languages) and others.

The problem of innovative foreign language
teaching of students of different profiles in their sci-
entific works is considered by many scientists, in par-
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ticular Yu. Biletska, I. Hontarenko, G. Kytayhorodska,
I. Kostikova, E. Polat, Yu. Passov. At the same time,
the analysis of the development state of various
aspects of this problem showed insufficient research
on issues related to the introduction of innovative
approaches to foreign language training of future
specialists in the agricultural sector.

The purpose of the article is to analyze modern
approaches to teaching a foreign language in agricul-
tural institutions of higher education.

Presentation of main material. In connection
with the expansion of international contacts and
European integration in agricultural higher educa-
tion institutions, more and more attention is paid to
the study of foreign languages (English, German,
French), as they are the key to international rela-
tions, cooperation with foreign partners, participation
in international business projects, various interna-
tional conferences, cultural and academic exchanges
between representatives of different countries,
exchange of information.

Learning a foreign language becomes an integral
part of the system of professional training of future
specialists in the agricultural sector, as knowledge of
a foreign language increases their competitiveness
and mobility in the international labour market, pro-
motes career growth. The international academic
mobility of students contributes to increasing the
practical significance of a foreign language in agricul-
tural universities, which gives them the opportunity
to gain modern knowledge or practical experience
in higher education institutions in many countries.
Students of agricultural universities who have an
internship abroad are subject to additional require-
ments for knowledge of a foreign language.

Innovations in education are the creation,
implementation and dissemination of new ideas,
approaches, techniques and methods, technologies
aimed at updating, modernizing, transforming the edu-
cational process in accordance with the requirements
of the time. Information technologies are becoming
an integral tool in the modern teaching process and
one of the components of an innovative approach to
teaching students of higher education institutions in
general and foreign languages in particular [2, p. 163].

The main tasks for the teacher of the discipline
“Foreign language for professional purposes” are as
follows: ensuring the appropriate level of training of
students in a foreign language in accordance with
the requirements of the state educational standard;
education and development of students by means
of English through scientific and organizational and
methodological work.

The purpose of teaching a foreign language in the
university at the present stage is to master students’
foreign language communicative competence, which
contributes to the realization of their knowledge, skills

and abilities to solve specific communicative tasks in
real life situations. Unfortunately, most students of
non-language specialties in higher education insti-
tutions do not have a sufficient level of foreign lan-
guage proficiency (do not have the necessary lexical
minimum for foreign language communication; do not
know the basic rules of grammar).

Motivation to learn a foreign language among
students of agricultural universities is weak, as this
discipline is not professional. According to the results
of research by researchers, the motivation of stu-
dents in the process of learning a foreign language
in agricultural free trade is focused mainly on profes-
sional activities [3]. It should be noted that a char-
acteristic feature of learning a foreign language in a
non-language profile is its professional orientation. It
is based on taking into account the needs of students
in mastering a foreign language, which are due to the
characteristics of the future specialty.

Since one of the most important conditions for
training a future specialist in the agricultural sector is
the compliance of his interests, aptitudes and abilities
of the chosen profession, learning a foreign language
should be viewed through the prism of students’ atti-
tudes to the future profession. The most motivating
factor for students is professional interest and aware-
ness of the theoretical and practical importance of
foreign language skills for future professional activ-
ities. In order to develop the activity and interest of
future specialistss in the process of learning a foreign
language, you need to use the most effective meth-
ods of organizing educational activities; create con-
ditions not only for the development of educational
interest, but also the creative activity of students.

The problem of finding modern effective
approaches to teaching foreign languages is relevant
and reflected in the works of domestic and foreign
scholars [4; 5; 6]. However, the constant evolution of
public procurement necessitates further study of the
theoretical foundations of different approaches and
the specifics of their implementation in the learning
process. Thus, at the present stage there are the
following main approaches to teaching foreign lan-
guages in higher education:

a) information approach, the characteristic feature
of which is the accuracy and specificity of theoretical
knowledge;

b) approach-innovation provides a positive moti-
vation to acquire knowledge in all subjects, the active
functioning of intellectual and volitional spheres,
forms a lasting interest in the subject, promotes the
development of creative personality;

¢) behavioural approach determines the forma-
tion of reactions to foreign language stimuli through
knowledge of the traditions and values of another
country, the ability to validly reflect their knowledge in
the communication process;
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d) cognitive approach involves the use of knowl-
edge of people and objects of the environment for
more effective learning;

e) pragmatic approach takes into account the fact
that in real communication statements exist only in a
pragmatic context;

f) individual approach involves the selection of
certain individual tasks, skills and abilities;

g) communicative approach combines conscious
and subconscious components in the process of
learning a foreign language, that is mastering the
rules of operation of foreign language models occurs
simultaneously with the mastery of their communica-
tive-speech function;

h) conscious-cognitive approach directs the stu-
dent’s activities primarily to master the rules of using
lexical and grammatical models, on the basis of which
there is a conscious construction of statements;

i) thematic approach includes topics unification,
giving them a creative character;

j) approach-activity involves the study of the
nature of meaning from the standpoint of functioning,
emphasizes the analysis of pragmatic and seman-
tic aspects, expands students’ understanding of the
relationship between nominative nature and func-
tional meaning;

k) intuitive-conscious approach takes into account
the models in an intensive mode with further aware-
ness oftheirimportance and the rules of theiroperation.

Qualitative training of future agricultural workers
is impossible without the use of existing modern edu-
cational technologies: professional-oriented foreign
language learning, use of project work, use of multi-
media technologies, work with educational computer
programs, distance learning technologies in foreign
languages, creating PowerPoint presentations, use
of Internet resource, learning a foreign language on
forums, blogs, platforms, e-mail, etc.

It should be noted that at this stage of develop-
ment of methodological science the main methods
of teaching foreign languages are considered to be
communicative and constructivist methods. A dis-
tinction is made between traditional (Total Physical
Response method), suggestive method, dramatic
method, silent method, group method, method of
activating reserve capabilities of the individual and
the team and alternative (computer-assisted learning
(CALL), script method (Storyline Method), simulation
method, station learning, group puzzle method, role
play method, case method) learning methods.

Analyzing modern approaches to teaching for-
eign languages in higher education, we note that the
Storyline Method is interesting, because receiving
“hints” from the teacher through key issues, students
themselves create a course of thematic communica-
tion in various fields of services. Students’ speech
acquires creativity, which tends to individualize, plan,
select hypotheses, express emotions, systematize
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and implement the idea. The designed act of com-
munication contains elements of role-playing and a
clear sequence of episodes that change each other.

It is important to implement project-based learn-
ing in the educational process with the involvement
of all its mandatory structural elements, which will
include: the purpose of the project-result (article,
abstract, report, video, etc.); subject of informa-
tion search — step-by-step search with definition of
results — analytical work on the collected facts — con-
clusions — correction, if necessary further search of
information — analysis of new data — conclusions —
registration of results.

There are certain requirements that must be
taken into account when applying the project meth-
odology in the process of learning a foreign lan-
guage. First of all, it is the presence of a problem
that is significant in scientific and research terms
and requires integrated knowledge to solve it.
The lesson creates a creative atmosphere where
each student is involved in the cognitive process.
At the same time, the project participants focus on
the problem, and the emphasis from the linguistic
aspect is shifted to the content, motivating students
to work independently to find a solution using var-
ious sources of information (manuals, reference
books, dictionaries, Internet resources, etc.).

Performing projects, students reveal their cre-
ative potential and develop skills and abilities
(research, social interaction skills, evaluative (eval-
uation of the process and results of their activities),
presentation (ability to speak, answer questions,
use visual aids), reflective (ability to take the posi-
tion of an observer and evaluate other participants)
[7] In addition, the implementation of projects may
involve teamwork. Cooperation in the group encour-
ages students to respect each other’s opinions,
interact and plan their work. The success of the pro-
ject team depends on the coordinated work of all
members and the ability to assign responsibilities.
Thus, the application of the project method involves
gaining experience in exploration, processing signif-
icant amounts of information, its analysis, system-
atization and further presentation, broadening hori-
zons, development of creative potential, provides
the formation of key and professional competencies
of future experts in agriculture.

Conclusions and suggestions. Modern require-
ments for foreign language training of future special-
ists in the agricultural sector cannot be met without
the introduction of new approaches to teaching a for-
eign language. Thus, innovative methods of teaching
a foreign language are aimed at the development
and self-improvement of the individual, the disclo-
sure of its reserve capabilities and creative potential,
create the conditions for effective improvement of
the educational process in agricultural free economic
zones. The use of active methods promotes the acti-
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vation of cognitive activity of students, improves the
professional qualities of future specialists (ability to
analyze, work in a team and defend their own views).
Introduction of innovative approaches to teaching
English with the use of multimedia teaching aids
allows students to increase motivation to learn foreign
languages; gain access to new, alternative sources
of information; to develop independent mental activ-
ity; to improve creative self-realization; to form com-
munication skills, intercultural and professional com-
petence. These technologies help to qualitatively
diversify classes, make it informative and didactically
diverse and significantly increase its effectiveness in
terms of professionally oriented content of the dis-
cipline “Foreign language for professional purposes”
and agricultural educational institutions.
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Ctykano O.A. CyyacHi nigxoau oo HaB4aHHSA iIHO3eMHOI MOBM B arpapHMX 3akfagax BULLOI OCBIiTH

Y cmammi npoaHanizoeaHo cy4yacHi nidxodu 0o sukrnadaHHs IHO3eMHOI Mosu U 0brpyHmMoeaHo doyirb-
Hicmb iX euUKOpucmaHHS 8 azpapHux 3aknadax euwoi oceimu. Memoduka euknadaHHSI IHO3EMHUX MO8
rnocmitiHo po3esusaembscsi ma riepebysae y rnowykKy HaleghekmusHiwux criocobie Has4aHHsi. ModepHisauis
oceimu 8 agpapHux 3aknadax euwoi oceimu nompebye nMpoeedeHHs WUPOKO20 Kosa HayKosux OOCHIOKEHb i
pPO3p06OK, N08’sA3aHUX i3 8MPOBAOKEHHSIM y Hag4aribHUU Mpoyec HOBIMHIX MexHooeili ma cy4acHux nidxodis.
BunyckHuku agpapHux 3aknadie suwoi ocgimu noguHHIi 805100imu iHO3eMHOK MO0 Ha docmamHbLOMY Ons
npogeciliHo2o cnifnkyeaHHs pigHi, a 0ns ybo2o mpeba 3abesnedumu ehekmugHicmb Hag4aHHSI ma rMokpa-
wumu SiKicms OmpuUMaHUX 3HaHb, HaBUYOK mMa 8MiHb.

Hazonowyembcsi, wo nidsuwieHHs SKOCmMi Hag4aHHs1 IHO3eMHOI Mo8U cmydeHmig agpapHUX crieuialb-
Hocmeli MOXnuee WIISXOM iHmeHcudikayii npoyecy Hag4yaHHs. 3’C08aHO, W0 PO3BUMKY akmueHOCmi ma
3auikaeneHocmi MalibymHix crieuianicmie agpapHO20 CEeKMopy y rnpoueci 8USHYEHHS iIHO3EMHOI MO8U Cripusie
suKopuUCmaHHs Halbinbw pe3yribmamugHUX rpuliomie opeaHizauji Hag4arnbHOI disfibHOCMI, 3acmOocCy8aHHs
memodie i 3acobie Hag4aHHS, siKi 6 o3eonurnu 6 KOXHOMY cmyOeHmy akmueizygamu C80t0 i3HasarbHy Oisifib-
Hicmb. BudineHo oCHOBHI akmueHi MemoOu Has4aHHs, siKi HeobxiOHO eriposadxysamu, wob docsemu eghek-
mueHUX pe3yribmamig rid Yac 8UB4YEHHS IHO3€MHOI MO8U.

BcmaHoerneHo, w0 3acmocysaHHs akmusHUX Memo0ie Hag4yaHHS Cripusie akmuseiszauji nisHasarbHoi Qisifib-
Hocmi cmydeHmig, nidsuwye ix momusauito 00 IHWOMOBHOI QisiribHOCMI, YyOOCKOHaoe nPogECiliHO 8aXxnusi
ocobucmicHi sskocmi maltibymHix npauieHukie agpapHoi cehepu. Y pesynbmami docnidxeHHs1 doeedeHo, Wo
sIKicHa IHWOMOBHa rnidzomoeka cmydeHmie agpapHuUx crieyianbHocmel MOX/uga 3a yMo8U 8rpoead)KeHHs
Cy4YacHUX OCBIMHIiX MexHoroaili, maKkux fK: npogeciliHO opieHmMoBaHe Hag4yaHHS, Memod MPOeKmis, mex-
Hosoail iHmeHcugHo20 U AucmaHuiliHO20 Hae4YaHHs, iHghopmauiliHi mexHonoezii, poboma 3 Hag4aslbHUMU
KOMITtomepHUMU ripogpamamu 3 iHO3eMHUX MO8, CMBOPEHHS npe3eHmauili, mpeHiHa08i cucmemMu HagYaHHSI.
3’dacoeaHo, w0 sukopucmarHs iHHosauitiHux rnidxodie 0o suknadaHHs iHO3eMHOT Mosu 0ae 3moay cmydeHmam
nidsuwumu mMomuesauito o 8UBYEHHS IHO3EMHUX MO8, 3abesrnedyumu docmyn 00 HO8UX, allbmepHamueHUX
Oxeper iHbopmauii, cchopMysamu KOMyHiKkamueHi HagUu4KU, MXKKYIbmypHYy U npogheciliHy KoMnemeHmHicma.

Knrovoei cnioea: iHo3emHa mMosa, ridxid, 3acobu crinkysaHHs, npogecitHa yinb, Memo0 Hag4aHHs.
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