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THE ROLE OF INTERACTIVE TEACHING METHODS
IN DEVELOPING ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE
IN FUTURE ENGLISH TEACHERS

This research investigates the implementation and effectiveness of modern pedagogical approaches in
preparing future language educators. The study analyses various methodological frameworks and their prac-
tical applications in developing professional linguistic abilities among university students. Through system-
atic examination of teaching practices at Ivan Franko Drohobych State Pedagogical University, the research
demonstrates how different pedagogical strategies contribute to enhanced student engagement and language
mastery. The study provides comprehensive analysis of multiple approaches: project-based learning, which
engages students in long-term assignments investigating real-world issues; blended learning, integrating tra-
ditional classroom instruction with digital resources;, game-based learning, incorporating elements of game
design into the educational process; language immersion, creating authentic communication environments;
cooperative learning, implementing various models such as Student Team Learning and the Jigsaw method;
case method, engaging students with real or fictional scenarios; and podcast integration, utilizing authentic
audio materials for developing listening comprehension skills. Each method is examined through practical
examples, including specific projects, case studies, and cooperative learning activities designed for peda-
gogical preparation. The research pays particular attention to the synthesis of multiple methods within single
instructional units, illustrated through detailed scenarios in teaching environmental issues and grammatical
structures. The study addresses implementation challenges such as technical requirements for digital inte-
gration, workload distribution in project-based activities, and assessment complexities in cooperative learn-
ing environments. The findings indicate that while these methodological approaches significantly enhance
language acquisition and professional development, their success depends on careful planning, appropriate
method selection, and consideration of learner needs. The research concludes that these approaches, despite
implementation challenges, are essential tools in modern educational preparation, particularly in developing
future language educators. The study contributes to the understanding of effective pedagogical practices in
teacher education and provides practical guidance for implementing innovative teaching approaches in vari-
ous educational contexts.
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Problem statement. Recent global transforma-
tions in teaching methods, particularly in English
language instruction, have highlighted the neces-
sity of implementing interactive approaches over
traditional methods. The COVID-19 pandemic and
subsequent global challenges have accelerated the
need for dynamic learning environments where stu-
dents actively engage in language acquisition. This
shift demands innovative pedagogical approaches
that foster active participation and effective commu-
nication skills development. Modern educators must
adapt their teaching strategies to meet these evolv-
ing demands while maintaining high standards of lan-
guage instruction.

Analysis of Recent Research and Publications.
Interactive teaching methods are defined as ways of
organizing active student interaction in the learning
process, aimed at achieving specific didactic
outcomes [1]. As noted by researchers S. V. Kiyko
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and V. I. Smaglii, these methods create conditions
where every student experiences success and
intellectual capability while engaging in multifaceted
communication [2, p. 140-156]. Interactive learning
encompasses sustained participation, creativity,
high motivation, and continuous interaction among
participants, forming a comprehensive approach to
language acquisition. [3, p. 122—-125]. We align with
the view that the methodology can be understood
as a system of actions that integrates both student
and teacher activities alongside clearly planned
instructional components.

The purpose of the article is to examine
how interactive teaching techniques contribute to
enhancing the communicative competence of future
English teachers, focusing on practical applications
in language learning environments. The research
aims to analyze various interactive methods and their
effectiveness in developing language and speak-
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ing skills while preparing future educators for the
challenges of modern language instruction.

Presenting the Main Material. Modern
pedagogical practice employs a diverse range of
teaching methods and technologies that can be
effectively categorized based on their implementation
approach and group dynamics. For instance, Kevin
Yi, in his study, classifies 289 interactive methods for
various forms of learning, including pair and group
work, social networks, mobile devices, and gam-
ing technologies [4]. These methods include group
work, where students collaborate in small teams
or pairs; collective methods, involving whole-class
engagement; and collective-group methods, which
combine both approaches for optimal learning
outcomes. A synthesis of the experience of English
lecturers at Ivan Franko Drohobych State Pedagogical
University, with regard to the development of English
communicative competence in undergraduates, indi-
cates that the most popular active learning methods
include project-based learning, blended learning, the
flipped classroom method, learning through play,
immersion, cooperative learning, case study method,
brainstorming, role-playing, tandem learning, pod-
casts, associative learning methods, debates, round-
table discussions, and content-integrated language
learning. The following section will examine some of
these methods in greater detail.

Project-Based Learning has emerged as a
particularly effective approach in language education.
This method engages students in long-term
assignments that investigate real-world issues while

developing linguistic, research, and critical thinking
skills. Students work on projects ranging from cultural
awareness initiatives to digital storytelling, allowing
them to apply language skills in practical contexts.
While this approach effectively promotes active
engagement and collaboration, educators must
carefully manage workload distribution and resource
allocation to ensure equitable participation. Here are
the examples of projects which can contribute to the
development of students' English communicative
competence.

Project-based learning offers significant benefits:
it promotes active student engagement through real-
world tasks, develops collaboration skills through
team activities, and enables practical application of
knowledge. However, instructors must address chal-
lenges such as uneven workload distribution among
group members and the demanding nature of plan-
ning and coordinating student activities, particularly
when time and resources are limited.

Blended Learning integrates traditional
classroom instruction with online resources, such as
videos, e-courses, blogs, and podcasts, to support
independent learning. This methodology combines
in-class activities with digital tools, allowing students
to engage with material through online exercises,
virtual group projects, and video content. It offers
flexibility, enabling personalized learning paths while
maintaining structured guidance [5, p. 186-188].
A variation, Flipped Learning, involves teachers
providing video lectures online, with assessments
conducted during in-class activities. However,

Table 1

Examples of Projects

Project Title Focus Area

Objective Why it's Useful

Cultural Awareness and
Language Development

English Around Us:
Exploring Local Culture
through Global Perspectives

Helps future teachers
integrate culture into lan-
guage lessons, enhancing
global perspectives in
language learning.

Investigating local culture
while developing English
skills

Digital Storytelling: Crafting
and Sharing Personal
Narratives in English

Storytelling and Personal
Narratives

Creating and sharing
personal stories in English

Enhances creativity and
technology use in lan-
guage teaching, vital for
modern classrooms.

Language Leaders:
Organizing and Participating
in English Debates and
Public Speaking

Public Speaking and Critical
Thinking

Engaging in debates and
improving public speaking in
English

Promotes skills in argu-
mentation and public
speaking, crucial for
teaching students effective
communication.

Journalism and Current

Global Newsroom: Creating Events

and Presenting English News
Reports on Current Events"

Reporting and presenting
news stories in English

Develops skills in engag-
ing students with current
events, improving speak-
ing and writing abilities.

English for Future Careers:
Industry-Specific Language
Skills and Networking

Career Development and
Professional English

Prepares student teachers
to teach career-specific
language skills, essential
for real-world communi-
cation.

Developing specific English
language skills for profes-
sional use
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successful implementation requires  careful
attention to technical requirements and student self-
organization skills.

Examples of applying Blended Learning in English
language classes for Student Teachers include:

*Online exercises: Students complete grammar
and vocabulary exercises at home and use class time
for more complex tasks, such as writing essays or
creating presentations, to apply their new knowledge.

*Virtual group projects: Students collaborate
using platforms like Google Docs or Padlet, co-editing
documents and creating multimedia presentations. In
class, they present their work, receive peer feedback,
and are assessed by the instructor.

*Viewing video materials: Students watch video
lectures at home on topics such as cultural aspects
or grammatical constructions. In class, they engage
in discussions, debates, or activities that allow them
to apply what they've learned.

While Blended Learning provides flexibility and
enhances engagement through ICT tools, challenges
include technical issues (e.g., unstable internet),
difficulties with self-organization for some students,
and the need for high IT proficiency. Additionally,
creating a blended learning course requires
significant time and effort from teachers to plan and
distribute materials effectively.

Game-Based Learning has shown remarkable
potential in language education by incorporating
elements of game design into the learning process.
This approach transforms traditional exercises
into engaging activities through points systems,
achievement tracking, and competitive elements.
Language quests and interactive platforms such as
Kahoot, Quizlet, or Duolingo create an immersive
learning environment that maintains student interest
while developing core language skills. Educators
must balance entertainment aspects with academic
rigor to ensure learning objectives are met.

Game-based learning in English language
lessons offers several benefits and challenges.
It boosts student motivation and engagement,
creating a dynamic learning environment where
students actively participate. Game elements, like
points and rewards, motivate students to achieve
better results, while allowing for individualized
pacing, immediate feedback, and the ability to revisit
material. Additionally, it fosters critical thinking,
problem-solving, and teamwork. However, preparing
and implementing game-based activities requires
significant time and effort from teachers. Not all
students may be engaged, and some may feel that
games are irrelevant to their learning. Furthermore,
classroom management can become challenging if
students focus too much on the game, potentially
disrupting class dynamics and reducing productivity.

The Language Immersion method creates an
environment where English serves as the primary
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medium of communication, exposing students to
authentic language situations and materials. This
approach naturally develops speaking and listening
skills while fostering cultural awareness. Although
some students may initially find full immersion
challenging, the long-term benefits in language
acquisition and confidence building are substantial.

This method can be effectively applied through
various conversational topics. In Travel and Tourism,
students discuss travel plans, create itineraries,
explore different cultures, and role-play as tourists
and guides, practicing relevant vocabulary and dia-
logues. In Work and Career, they develop resumes,
participate in mock interviews, analyse job advertise-
ments, write cover letters, and engage in business
discussions. In Shopping and Consumerism, stu-
dents simulate buying and selling scenarios, com-
pare prices, evaluate product quality, negotiate trans-
actions, and resolve customer service issues.

The key advantage of language immersion is its
ability to enhance communicative competence by
promoting natural speech, improving pronunciation,
and increasing fluency [6, p. 22-24]. Additionally,
real-life language use reinforces learning and helps
reduce students' fear of making mistakes. However,
learners with lower proficiency levels may experience
stress and frustration due to difficulties in understand-
ing all linguistic structures. Furthermore, explaining
complex or abstract concepts without resorting to the
native language can sometimes hinder comprehen-
sion.

Cooperative Learning shifts focus from teacher-
centered instruction to student collaboration,
implementing various models such as Student Team
Learning and the Jigsaw method. This approach
particularly excels in developing communication
skills through cultural exchange projects and
group debates. Success depends on careful group
management and ensuring equal participation among
students. Here are examples of cooperative learning
applications in English lessons:

*Project Work "Cultural Exchange”. Students
are divided into groups, each researching a cultural
aspect of an English-speaking country (e.g., traditions,
holidays, cuisine). Each member is responsible for
a subtopic. After gathering information, the group
collaborates to create and present their findings,
enhancing research skills, communication, teamwork,
and intercultural competence.

*The Jigsaw Method. The lesson topic is divided
into sections, and students independently study
specific aspects. For example, when learning the
Past Perfect tense, students might focus on different
uses: Sequence of past actions (e.g., By the time
he arrived, they had finished dinner); Changes in
state or position (e.g., She had never traveled alone
before she went to Paris); Conditional relationships
in the past (e.g., If | had known, | would have called
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you); Completion of actions before a past moment
(e.g., By the time the train left, they had said goodbye).
Students first discuss their findings in expert groups
before teaching their original group members. This
method fosters independent learning and the ability
to convey knowledge effectively. Afterward, they
discuss their findings in expert groups before teaching
their original group members, fostering independent
learning and effective knowledge sharing.

Cooperative learning offers several benefits,
including increased motivation and engagement in
English study. Interactive tasks like role-playing, group
projects, and problem-solving enhance speaking,
listening, and vocabulary skills while fostering critical
thinking through analysis and discussions. However,
it also presents challenges, such as the need for
thorough teacher preparation, task structuring, and
managing large groups. Teachers may face issues
like students reverting to their native language,
reinforcing incorrect language patterns, unequal
participation, or interpersonal conflicts, which can
affect group effectiveness.

The Case Method engages students with real or
fictional scenarios that require problem-solving and
critical thinking. By analyzing business situations,
cultural conflicts, and social issues, students develop
practical language skills while learning to navigate
complex situations [7, p. 329-352]. This method
effectively bridges the gap between theoretical
knowledge and practical application, though it
requires significant preparation time and careful
assessment planning.

There are the examples of case-based tasks that
can be integrated into English language lessons as
part of the professional training of future English
teachers.

The case method promotes critical thinking
and analytical skills, allowing students to apply
theoretical knowledge in practice and encouraging
active participation. It also helps develop teamwork

skills and effective idea presentation [8, p. 60-62].
However, teachers face challenges such as the time
required to prepare high-quality cases that align
with students' proficiency levels and encourage
in-depth analysis. Ensuring active participation from
all students can be difficult, as discussions may be
dominated by more assertive individuals. Additionally,
assessing participation can be complex, but it is
important to evaluate both the quality of analysis and
individual engagement, through written reports or
oral presentations.

The Podcast Method utilizes authentic audio
materials to expose students to native speech
patterns and cultural content. Through carefully
selected podcasts focusing on vocabulary, grammair,
and cultural learning, students develop listening
comprehension skills and cultural awareness. This
method offers flexibility in learning but requires
careful consideration of content difficulty levels and
technical accessibility.

After analyzing a range of free podcasts avail-
able online, we provide examples that, in our opin-
ion, would be particularly helpful for English student
teachers in learning vocabulary, grammar, and cul-
tural material.

Podcasts in English lessons offer key benefits:
exposure to native pronunciation, improved listening
skills, and vocabulary expansion. Covering diverse
topics, they boost motivation and enable flexible,
independent learning. However, overly complex
content may discourage students, and the lack of
interactivity can hinder comprehension. Additionally,
limited access to devices or the internet may pose
challenges.

Other active methods (such as brainstorming,
role-playing, the associative method, discussion,
roundtable, and content-integrated language learn-
ing) are foreign language teaching techniques that
create an interactive environment for actively absorb-
ing material. They help students develop communi-

Table 2

Examples of Case-Based Tasks

Case Task

Assignment

1. Planning a Trip

budget.

A group of friends plans a trip
to another country with a limited

Students must choose a country, plan the itiner-
ary, consider the budget, and create a travel plan
that satisfies everyone.

2. Launching a Startup

Task: A group of young entrepre-
neurs decided to launch an eco-
friendly startup with products.

Students need to develop a business plan, identify
the target audience, choose a marketing strategy,
and present their product.

3. Conflict Resolution

topic for a project.

A conflict arises among students
at school regarding the choice of a

Students should analyze the situation, find a
compromise, and propose a solution that satisfies
both parties.

4. Organizing a Charity

The school plans a charity event to

Students must propose a format for the event,

Event raise funds for an orphanage. create an implementation plan, distribute respon-
sibilities, and prepare promotional materials.
5. Social Media A debate arises at school about the | Students analyse arguments for and against

impact of social media on students.

social media, form their position, and justify it.
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Table 3
Podcasts for learning vocabulary, grammar, and cultural material
Category Podcast Title Description
Podcasts for The English We Speak (BBC) Features episodes focusing on new or interesting phrases
Vocabulary [9] and expressions in contemporary English, describing real-life
Learning situations and providing vocabulary usage examples.

Luke’s English Podcast [10]

Analyzes vocabulary in various contexts, featuring dialogues
and explanations of new words and expressions.

6 Minute English (BBC) [11]

Offers short episodes on specific topics, such as ecology or
technology, aimed at expanding listeners' vocabulary.

Podcasts for
Grammar
Learning

Grammar Girl (Quick and Dirty
Tips) [12]

Provides clear explanations of grammatical rules such as word
order, punctuation, and verb tenses.

Espresso English Podcast [13]

Features short episodes focusing on grammatical aspects of
English, such as articles, conditionals, and the passive voice

English Grammar 101 [14]

Explains both basic and advanced grammar rules with
practical examples and clear explanations .

Podcasts for
Cultural Learning

All Ears English [15]

Teaches the language while highlighting aspects of American
culture, customs, and social nuances to help students better
understand language context.

The History of England [16]

Covers various periods of British history, ideal for students
combining language learning with cultural knowledge.

Stuff You Should Know [17]

Discusses a wide range of cultural, scientific, and historical
facts related to the US and other English-speaking countries .

cation skills and critical thinking. These methods
encourage active participation in the learning pro-
cess, enhancing motivation for language learning.
Additionally, they improve teamwork abilities, expand
vocabulary, and foster a deeper understanding of
language structures.

In contemporary pedagogical practice, educators
can effectively implement and synthesize diverse
methodological approaches within a single
instructional unit. This integrative approach is
particularly evident in the instruction of various
subject matters. To illustrate, in addressing the
thematic unit of "Environmental Issues™ instructors
may employ a tripartite methodological framework:
project-based learning methodology for the empirical
investigation of specific ecological challenges — role-
play simulation methodology to facilitate stakeholder
debates regarding potential interventions, and —
structured brainstorming protocols to generate
solution-oriented proposals. This methodological
triangulation  facilitates = comprehensive  topic
comprehension and maximizes student engagement
in the learning process.

Inthe contextofgrammaticalinstruction, specifically
the Gerund, pedagogues may implement an
immersion-based methodology through the strategic
design of task-oriented activities necessitating gerund
usage (e.g., articulating recreational pursuits). This
can be augmented by implementing a structured
roundtable discussion protocol, wherein learners
articulate their personal interests while consciously
incorporating gerund constructions. The instructional
sequence culminates in the application of associative
learning methodology, whereby students construct
cognitive maps centered on gerund usage, thus

152

reinforcing linguistic comprehension and fostering
divergent thinking processes.

Conclusions. Interactive teaching methods have
demonstrated significant potential in enhancing
English language acquisition when properly
implemented. The success of these approaches
depends on careful planning, appropriate method
selection, and consideration of student needs.
While implementing these methods presents certain
challenges, theirbenefitsindevelopingcommunicative
competence make them invaluable tools in modern
language education. Future research should focus
on evaluating the long-term effectiveness of these
methods and developing strategies for their optimal
implementation in varied educational contexts.
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Mpuctan I Ponb iHTepakTUBHUX MeTOAIB HaBYaHHA B PO3BUTKY aHrNOMOBHOI KOMYHiKaTUBHOI
KOMMNETEeHTHOCTI MandyTHIX yunuTeniB aHrnincbKoi MOBU

Cmammio nipucesiHeHo O0CiOXeHHI0 eghekmusHOCmi cydacHuUx nedazoeiyHux ridxodie y ¢haxosil nideo-
moesui MaubymHix y4yumerie aHaniticbkoi mosu. Mema docnidxeHHs1 nornszae 8 aHarnisi poni iHmepakmus-
HUX Memodie y po38UMKY KOMYHIKamueHOi KOMIemeHmMHOoCMi, iXHbO20 8riugy Ha ¢hopMy8aHHSI MOBHUX i
MOBJIEHHEBUX HaBUYOK ma 20moeHoCmi cmydeHmig nedazoaiyHo20 yHigepcumemy 00 8UKIIUKI8 Cy4acHO20
suknadaHHs. [Jo posansdy 3anporioHo8aHo OO0CiOXeHHSs, npoeedeHe Ha OCHOo8i rnedazoziyHo2o Aocsidy
suknadadie [poeobuybkoeo depxasHo20 nedaz0e2idHo20 yHieepcumemy iMeHi leaHa ®paHka, sike OeMOH-
cmpye, K pi3Hi cmpameeii cripustome nidguueHHo Momusauii cmydeHmie ma 600CKOHaIeHHH iXHbOI MOBHOT
maticmepHocmi. Po3aisiHymo wupokul criekmp mMmemodi8: MPOEKMHe Hag4aHHs, sike 3arydae cmydeHmie 00
0ocCnidXeHHs1 akmyarbHUX rpobsieM; 3aMiluaHe Hag4aHHs, W0 noedHye mpaduuilHi U yughposi pecypcu; ieposi
mexHosoaii yepe3 keecmu ma Ha2opooOu 3a OOCS2HEeHHS WITIXOM 8UKOPUCMAaHHS iHmepakmueHuUx 0odamkis
abo oHnalH-nnamgopmM; MOBHE 3aHYyPEHHS, IKe CMBOPIE agmeHmMuUYHe KOMyHikamugHe cepedosulye; KOo-
rnepamusHe Hag4yaHHs, Wo 8K4Yae KomaHOHy pobomy; Kelic-Memod, Wo po3gusae aHanimu4yHe MUC/IeHHS
yepe3s pearsibHi U 3ModernbosaHi cumyauii; ma iHmezpauito rnodkacmie 0115 NoKpauw,eHHs1 Haguyok aydito8aHHs
U po3wWuUpeHHs CoujoKynbmypHoi obizHaHocmi. KoxeH Memo0 ripoaHarizogaHo Yepe3 npakmuyHi npuknadu, 8
SIKUX 3a3Ha4eHOo Memy, uini ma wiisixu 0ocsieHeHHs pesyribmamy. [Jo moao x, 0oeedeHo, Wo MoedHaHHS Kiflb-
KOX IHmepakmugHuUx Mmemodig rnpu 8UKOHaHHI KOHKPEMHO20 3a80aHHs, Cripusie arnubwomy po3yMiHHIO memu
ma akmueHil OisiibHocmi cmydeHmig. Lle He nuwe nokpauw,ye 3ac80EHHS Mamepiary, Habymmsi HeObXiOHUX
KOMYHIKamueHUX HagU4oK i 8MiHb, ane U CmuMysiroe po38UMOK KPUMUYHO20 MUCTIEHHS], 8MIHHS KOHMPOIIO-
eamu, aHarnisyeamu ma pezayrnoeamu ernacHy OififlbHiCMb. 3a3Ha4yeHo, WO 8rpo8adKeHHs IHmMepakmugHUX
memodie y Hag4arnbHUl MPouec Micmumb SUKITUKU, 30Kpema MeXHIYHi 8uMoeu, HepigHOMIPHUU po3rnodin
HasaHMa)xeHHs, 3Ha4HUX Yaco8ux sumpam, 8UKOpUCMaHHS PiOHOI MO8U Yu mpyOHOWi 8 MPOUEC OUIHIOBAHHS
KoonepamugHo20 HagyaHHS. Pe3dyrnbmamu 0ocniOxeHHs 3aceidqyromb, WO iHmepakmueHi noxoou 3Ha4yHO
MoKpawytome 3aC80EHHS MO8U ma rnpogheciliHull po3sumok cmydeHmis-ghirionoais, npome ehekmugHicms ix
3acmocysaHHs 3anexumb 8i0 pemeribHO20 naHysaHHs, OoUinibHo20 subopy memodie i 8paxysaHHsi mompeb
3006ysayie oceimu.

Knroyoei croea: nedaezoeiyHi cmpameeii, MemoOuyHi iHHogauil, npoghecitiHull po38UMOK, MOBHI KOMrie-
meHuji, cydacHi nedazoaidyHi mexHoroeii.
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